Vol. 65, No. 14 
April 14, 
2004 
Wednesday 


ents the chance to 
zexpensive clothes 


BENTLEY 


MORTHERN 
ey 


courtesy photo 


Ready to Dance — stipoint dancers, from front left and going 
counterclockwise, Erica Balukas, Brianna Powers, Lucianne, Valerie Froberg 
and Karen Felides practice for their performance, which will be held April 16, 
17, 23 and 24 on the Haverhill campus. 


MassPIRG again in dispute 


By BiLL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


A member of the NECC faculty 
denied that Patrick Carey, the most 
recent MassPIRG internship coordi- 
nator, left suddenly last month with- 
out notice. 

According to History and 
Government Professor Arthur Barlas, 
he was told by MassPIRG’s regional 
director Kris Lindstrom in March 
that Carey would be leaving NECC 
shortly. 

Barlas was told that in place of 
Carey, two coordinators would be at 
the campuses for the rest of the 
spring semester. 

However, these coordinators 
have not yet arrived at NECC. It also 
comes at a time where the student 
senate will have its election 
Wednesday, April 21 on whether 
MassPIRG will remain at NECC. 

“Three or four weeks ago, | was 
visited in my office by MassPIRG’s 
regional director who told me Pat 
would be leaving. | was told by this 
director to ask other members of the 


group at NECC to keep the group 
going,” Barlas states. “It’s not that 
Pat just left NECC. Two girls were 
supposed to be put in place here at 
NECC for the remaining semester.” 

When asked when these coordi- 
nators would arrive at NECC, Barlas 
says he did not know. 


We should be a little bit more opti- 
mistic here.” 

He also claims the administration 
at NECC are not as connected to stu- 
dents as the faculty are. 

“These administrators don’t 
directly work with students at 
NECC,” says Barlas. 


A MassPIRG fee appears on The administration at NECC 
NECC student reacted to these 
tuition bills, en ee remarks made by 
which are an Barlas. 
optional $7 every é “I have indicat- 
billing period. It’s not that Pat just ed some of the great 

Barl | i 5 
yey = NECC left MassPIRG. han Cn ante 
administration for here at NECC, such 
always viewing as the hunger and 


the organization in 
a negative way. 


—Arthur Barlas 


environmental cam- 
paigns,” adds NECC 


“I’m hopeful 
MassPIRG will continue to prosper 
here,” Barlas explained. “Let’s 
encourage the students here on cam- 
pus. I think we have to look beyond 
the little problems here and took at 
the overall work. But there are 
administrators here who always look 
at the negative side of MassPIRG. 
There’s a positive side to it as well. 


coordinator of stu- 
dent activities Dina Brown. “But at 
the same time, I’m giving the nega- 
tive so people can develop their own 
Viewpoints from them.” 

Brown as well as NECC Vice 
President and Dean of Academic 
Affairs Paul Bevilacqua 
they as well interact with students 


stressed 


See Faculty, page 7 
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One-stop issue 


College forced to 
make changes to 
one-stop registration 


By David WILLIS 
Editor 


One-stop registrations will soon 
be much more complicated, accord- 
ing to associate dean of enrollment 
services and director of admissions 
Steve Sullivan because of construc- 
tion to the Ourania Behrakis student 
center. 

For the past five years the col- 
lege had run the one-stop registra- 
tion in the cafeteria of the student 
center, but because of the construc- 
tion, it has been moved to the cam- 
pus’ “B” and “E” buildings. 

This is a concern for Sullivan 
and other members of the adminis- 
tration because there are worries 


about overcrowding and confusion 
for students in the two buildings 
instead of the large cafeteria. 

While the process will be much 
the same as it has been in the past, 
Sullivan stated, instead of being in 
one open room it will be spread out 
in different rooms. 

Sullivan said on the day a one- 
stop will be held, signs will be post- 
ed and guides will be stationed 
around the campus to make students 
aware of where it is and where they 
should enter. He added it was very 
students to enter 
through the B-building door that is 
Spurk Building, 
because anyone who does not go in 


important for 


closest to the 
through this door will be extremely 
confused. 

“If people don’t come in the cor- 
rect door, they will be very con- 
fused,” Sullivan said. 

After entering through the door, 
Sullivan explained admissions will 


See One-Stop, page 6 


Low transfer rate 
spurs discussion 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The low number of transferring 
students and the success of those 
who do go to four-year colleges 
prompted a discussion on the rea- 
sons for the numbers and what the 
college is doing to improve them. 

Grace Dimmick, the assistant 
dean and director of the academic 
advising center, addressed the 
trustees at the April board meeting 
on the importance of transferring to 
Northern Essex and some of the 
things the college does to make the 


process easier for students. 
“Transferring has always been 
a very important part of Northern 


Dimmick said. “People 


Bachelor’s 


Essex,” 

now must 

Degree.” 
She stated only 25 percent of 


get a 


NECC graduates move on to 4-year 
colleges or universities, a statistic 
the college would like to improve. 


“We're trying to get students to 
focus on the next level and move 
on to the next step,” she said. 

Dimmick stated her office does 
a lot of work to encourage students 
to transfer and not just settle for a 
certificate or Associate’s Degree. 

To help with this encourage- 
ment, the college has instituted pro- 
grams such as joint admissions and 
to help students with moving to the 
next level. 

Joint admissions, which 43 
percent of students at NECC are 
members of, is a program which 
guarantees acceptance to most 4- 
year colleges and universities in 
Massachusetts for students as long 
as they graduate from Northern 
Essex with a 2.5 grade point aver- 
age or higher. Also attached to this 
program is a Tuition Advantage 
Program, which says that if a stu- 
dent has a 3.0 GPA or better, they 
can get 33 percent off their 


See Trustees, page 7 
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That everlasting 
MassPIRG conflict 


For the past six years at NECC, 
MassPIRG has been a topic of contro- 
versy and confusion. 

Recently, Patrick Carey, NECC’s 
newest internship coordinator, left the 
campuses. Many were confused and 
frustrated as to why this happened. 
After all, Carey had just started in 
November, and after four months left. 

However, according to NECC 
faculty such as Arthur Barlas, Carey 
did not leave unexpectedly. He 
explains that MassPIRG’s regional 
director came to his office three or 
four weeks ago telling him Carey 
would be leaving NECC. 

“It’s not that Pat just left,” said 
Barlas. 

Barlas argued that NECC often 
obscures the good aspects of the orga- 
nization with the bad. !s this possible? 

NECC administrators feel Barlas’ 
remark is not true. 

“| have indicated some of the 
great things MassPIRG has accom- 
plished here at NECC, such as the 
hunger and environmental cam- 


paigns,” stated NECC coordinator of 


student activities Dina Brown. “ 

It’s true MassPIRG has accom- 
plished much on campus. This spring 
semester, an environmental awarness 
campaign made NECC students 
aware of the dangerous mercury lev- 
els in tuna fish. 

A Hunger and Homeless drive 
took place as well where food drives 
were set up at local grocery stores and 
supplies were given to local shelters, 
such as the Emmaus and Lazarus 
houses in Haverhill and Lawrence. In 


fact, the Observer staff participated in 
MassPIRG’s Thanksgiving basket 
drive. 

NECC acknowledges 
MassPIRG’s accomplishments on our 
campuses. It’s just the fact these darn 
organizers keep leaving! 

“On average, NECC goes through 
two to three organizers a year,” stated 
Brown. “Patrick is the fifteenth 
MassPIRG person in the past six 
years.” 

It’s almost as if there is a revoly- 
ing door set up on campus where 
MassPIRG interns walk through and 
leave NECC. 

NECC has gone through two 
internship organizers in merely two 
semesters. What does this show the 
many MassPIRG student interns who 
are at NECC? They have given their 
time, becoming part of the group and 
getting involved both socially and 
politically. Did Carey tell them he 
was leaving them? How can a group 
function without its leader? 

One of the most important ques- 
tions is, who will take over for 
Carey? Apparently, “two girls” were 
supposed to take over after his leave, 
according to Barlas. 

“Two girls were supposed to be 
put in place here at NECC for the 
remaining semester,” stated Barlas. 

As of yet, there has been no sign 
of these promised organizers. 
MassPIRG continues to be a leader- 
less organization at NECC. 

Like all things, there is always the 
good and the bad. MassPIRG has 
accomplished a great deal of things at 
NECC and has gotten many students 
involved. But also, they have let many 


of us down, leaving in the midst of 


accomplishing additional 


things. 
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Roaming Reporter 


What is the worst job you’ve 
ever had? 


Josh Spero, Liberal Arts 
“| played guitar for old nuns.” 


Gail Stuart, Reference Librarian 
“Secretary at Architects Collaborative 
in Cambridge. Being a secretary is 
always bad.” 


Jay Davis, Undecided 
“Cutting fabric at Jo-Ann fabrics for 
old ladies.” 


Photos/ Interviews by Kelly Fitzgerald & Derek Bedard 


Samantha Samuel, Creative Arts 
“Domino’s.” 


Eric Vets, Business Management 
“I used to mow lawns when | was 
eleven..” 


Enrique Guzman, Business Transfer 
“Kohls, because sometimes 
managers are stupid.” 
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Did the available information 
foreshadow the events of 9/11? 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


If President 
Bush knew about 
the September 11 
attacks, why 
wouldn’t he do 
anything to pre- 
== vent them? It 
' seems like an 
obvious question 
to ask, and lately 
the public and the 
9/11 commission just want answers. 

Through all the information I’ve 
gathered, it seems like there were 
many hints and clues foreshadowing 
the attacks. 

According to an article in the 
Toronto Star, “(Bush’s) national securi- 
ty advisor, Condoleezza Rice, has 
acknowledged the brief (the 
Presidential daily brief, which is the 
highly classified intelligence docu- 
ments made available only to Bush and 
his innermost circle) provided a warn- 
ing Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden 
might try to hijack US air craft. But 
Rice said the report was general and 
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more of an analysis than a warning. 

In some ways, this whole thing is 
like watching a murder mystery 
movie unfold. Then once it’s all over 
and the truth is revealed, they’re going 
back and finding the now “obvious” 
clues that led up to it. 

I'm not a fan of Bush or 
government in general, but | 
still find it hard to believe our 
president, the most powerful 
man in US would not do every- 
thing in his power to prevent 
something like this from hap- 
pening. 

Although, | am just a naive 
college student who doesn’t 
understand the inner workings 
of the government and still has 
the child-like belief Mr. 
President’s job is to keep us 
safe. 

On Sunday, April 4, the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
reported the leaders of the inde- 
pendent 9/11 commission 
agreed that the evidence gathered 
showed the attacks could probably 
have been prevented. Probably? 

Isn’t that a little too vague? 
Anything could “probably” be pre- 
vented. 


Observer style 
editor accused of 


being a baldist’ 


To the Editor: 


Dustin Gray, Style Editor, does 
not speak for all men when he talks 
about baldness. He also does a dis- 
service to both men and women by 
implying we are trivial and vain. 

First, he states that “It’s your 
worst nightmare”. He is speaking of 
baldness. That is not now nor has it 
ever been my “worst nightmare”. 
Hearing that you have cancer, that 
your best friend is dying, or that your 
child is in trouble, now, that qualifies 
as a nightmare. 

Anyone who is “terrified” by the 
thought of baldness has some serious 
deficiencies. He goes on to call bald- 
ness a “terrible affliction”. Baldness 
is NOT an affliction. Perhaps Mr. 


Gray, however, does have a terrible 
affliction, namely vanity. 

There is so much more to a per- 
son than their hair — little things like 
character, principles, integrity, cre- 
ativity, compassion. When we start 
judging others by their hair, we do 
lessen everyone (including our- 
selves). Baldness is genetic, like the 
color of your skin or eyes. It has 
nothing to do with what a man is or 
what a man can become. Frankly, Mr. 
Gray is a BALDIST and should be 
ashamed of himself for trivializing 
men (and women) in this way. 


George Medelinskas 
Professor 
Computer & Info. Science 


Professors urge 
MassPIRG support 


To the Editor: 


We, the undersigned faculty of 
the History and Government 
Department, affirm our strong sup- 
port for MassPirg and the work this 
student group does on our campus. 

In the past year, the work has 
included collecting food for local 
homeless shelters, registering young 
voters, publicizing environmental 
issues and raising the political and 
social awareness of many of our stu- 
dents and colleagues. 

We believe that such good work 


deserves the praise and support of all 
faculty and staff who believe in pro- 
moting good citizenship among our 
students. Such work is very closely 
allied to the work we do as history 
and government faculty. 

We strongly urge the student 
body to vote for the continuance of 
the good work MassPirg does. 


Prof. Bill Heineman, Chairman, 
and Professors Gerald Morin, 
Arthur Barlas and Steve Russell 
History and Government Dept. 


If I had left work five minutes 
later, I “probably” wouldn’t have got- 
ten into that car accident. 

According to medical research, if 
one was to stop smoking now, they 
“probably” would have a_ better 


a 


National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice 


chance of not developing lung cancer. 
I “probably” could keep giving exam- 
ples. 

I have read a ton of articles and 
done a lot of online research and all | 
am left with is a bunch of contradic- 


tions. What did Bush know? It’s hard 
to get a straight answer. The reality 
seems to be there was always a threat 
of terrorism. Maybe neither Clinton 
nor Bush took it too seriously. 
Richard A. Clarke, the president’s 
former counter- 
terrorism 
has accused the 


largely ignoring 
threats in 2001. 
“Hey, we are 
supposed to be a 
superpower. Who 
is going to attack 
us?” said the 
average pre-9/1] 
American. That’s 
what it comes 
down to. The pre- 
9/11 world never 
believed a 9/11 
could happen. 
But even I 
would have been 
suspicious if a foreigner went to a US 
flight school and asked to learn how to 
fly but not how to land or take off. 
This of course refers to Zacarias 


Moussaoui, the French citizen of 


Moroccan-descent detained in 


chief 


administration of 


Minnesota after raising suspicions 
among his flight instructors. He was 
later linked to Bin Laden. 

CBS news said, “Moussaoui has 
emerged as the lone defendant 
charged in the aftermath of the 
attacks.” 

In some reports, it does seem as 
though Bush and Cheney are trying to 
hide something. 

An April 6 column from the 
Niagra Falls Reporter states, “the 
administration is ‘stonewalling’ near- 
ly every attempt the panel has made to 
get information and testimony. Bush 
initially said he would give just one 
hour of his precious time to answer 
questions about how he handled intel- 
ligence pre-September 11 and how he 
responded after the attacks.” 

If and when this mystery is 
solved we might get a straight answer. 
In the end, I feel more confused than 
when | started all this. 

I do believe Bush could have read 
more between the lines. Taking those 
small bits of information and those 
tiny threats more seriously could have 
prepared for and maybe even prevent- 
ed the attacks, but no one can turn 
back time. 


Forgot to petition? 


You may not graduate 


Joint Admissions 
requires students to 


petition to graduate 


By MICHAEL NICKERSON 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s hard to 
believe, but the 
time has come 
and gone to 
petition to grad- 
uate. This is 
one of the 
major signs the 
‘4 end of the 

semester is 
almost upon us. The big question 
maybe on some of your minds is 
what does it mean if you forgot to 


petition? 

Well, it all depends if you're in 
an NECC_ Joint Admissions 
Program. 


When it comes time to transfer 
out of NECC like most students 
usually do, petitioning to graduate 
really isn’t a big deal. As you may 
know, students can transfer out at 
any point of their academic career. 
The major problem is if you’re in a 
joint admissions program with 
another school. 

Petitioning to graduate plays a 
key role in this process. If you 


don’t petition, you will not receive 


your degree. This is the major dif- 
ference between a standard school- 
to-school transfer and a joint 
admissions transfer. 

Don’t get me wrong, | hate to 
paint such a grim picture. NECC’s 
Joint Admissions Program is really 
a great help to those students who 
may have the grades but not the 
cash it takes to attend your average 
four-year state college. 

“Joint admissions is to help the 


ey ER 


Honestly, if you forgot to petition to 
graduate and you're in the joint 
admissions program, I don’t know 


what to tell you. 


students,” Rosalie Cantalano, an 
Academic & Transfer Advisor, said 
in a recent interview. She went on 
to mention when in the joint 
admissions program your applica- 
tion is made somewhat of a priori- 
ty. Most schools usually look at it 
before those of the standard trans- 
fer students, of which most school 
only take a certain amount of each 
semester. 

Honestly, if you forgot to peti- 
tion to graduate and you’re in a 
joint admissions program, | don’t 
know what to tell you. Unless 


you're willing to tough out another 
semester here at NECC, your 
options are slim. To actually peti- 
tion to graduate costs only forty 
dollars. 

“This covers your expenses. . 
.and we always take a loss on it,” 
said Nancy Sabin, who is not only 
the Director of Financial Aid but 
Director of Records and 
Registration as well. 

If you’re in the same boat as 


many other students maybe are in 
and you didn’t petition to graduate 
on time for your joint admissions 
program, there is not a whole lot 
you can do. Your best bet would 
be to contact an advisor in joint 
admissions. Now don’t worry if 
you forgot and you’re not in joint 
admissions. You don’t have to 
wait to petition until the end of the 
Fall 2004 semester like you may 
think. 

The school will be accepting 
petitions for graduation again in 
August, so don’t worry. 


Page 4 NECC Observer 


April 14, 2004 


Some thoughts on life: Just live for the moment 
and don’t worry about what the future may hold 


By EMILY DIGNAN 
Contributing Reporter 


What can 
you really do to 
prepare yourself 
for the future? 

Tomorrow 
you could be 
dead. It isn’t the 
most pleasant 
thing to think 
about, but it is a reality. As humans, 
we are completely vulnerable to our 
own fates. Our only control is over 
the choices we make in our own 
lives. In a world of constant chaos 
and uncertainty, we are faced with 
the decision of how we want to pre- 
pare ourselves for the future. 

Attending college is one possible 
choice. In fact, many people go to 


assure themselves security through- 
out life, blinded by the false notion 
wealth is security. So many of our 
life decisions are fueled by a fear of 
failure and the desire for safety, and 
we often fool ourselves into thinking 
we can control circumstances and 
keep ourselves safe. 

But there is no safety. So what 
can we do? What is the point of 
doing anything proactive towards the 
future if we're unsure what lies 
around each bend in the road and we 
can’t control our futures anyway? 

Take for example those growing 
up in the 50s and 60s. Their parents 
had jobs at good companies and 
belonged to unions which protected 
them from financial disaster. Years of 
service to one company guaranteed 
food on the table, a roof over their 
heads and a satisfying retirement 
fund. They encouraged their children 
to be loyal to a good company who 


would take care of them and provide 
them with the same. 

However, times change and this 
doesn’t happen so easily anymore. 
Without warning, companies merge 
and downsize in order to concentrate 
the wealth among its few executives. 
They go overseas for cheap labor and 
hundreds of employees are cut with- 
out a second thought. This occurs 
everywhere. 

According to an online news 
source, Lucent Technologies, which 
as recently as the year 2000 
employed over 5,000 people of the 
25% percent of the Merrimack 
Valley’s labor force (which is made 
up of manufacturing jobs) cut nearly 
80 percent of its Valley employees, 
leaving many without college 
degrees to start from scratch at the 
ages of 45 or 50. 

Similarly, many confused college 
students in the early 90s decided to 


study computer science, a skill which 
was in demand at the time and now 
find themselves in a completely satu- 
rated field. Their attempts to protect 
the future failed at no fault of their 
own. Circumstances are completely 
beyond our control. 

In a few years, some of the most 
in-demand jobs may not require a 
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Our only control is 
over the choices 
we make in our 
own lives, 


college degree but another special- 
ized skill. There is simply no way to 


predict it. There is no way to tell 
what the world will be like when you 
actually go out into it to build a 
career. 

For this reason, the only thing we 
can do is to live in the present. Learn 
things you enjoy learning. Do things 
you enjoy doing. Are you taking 
those business classes because they 
interest you, or because you think 
you will need them in order to be 
successful? 

Life will never require you to 
suffer in order to assure a future of 
smooth sailing. It will never assure 
you that, but you can assure yourself 
happiness and contentment if you 
learn for the sake of learning and 
experience everything you can for 
the sake of enriching your life. 
College is not a stepping-stone to a 
higher form of living, but an impor- 
tant stop on a journey with an 
unknown destination. 


Ideas for student jobs this summer 


By BRIAN ALEXANDER 
Contributing Reporter 


As the rainy days of April slowly 
slide into the warmth of May, many 
students at NECC are left wondering: 
Where am I going to work this sum- 
mer? Final exams are just a few 
weeks away, and as professor's plan 
their carefree summers, many stu- 
dents are left with the dilemma of 
how to spend their summer months. 

Throughout history, college stu- 
dents have always found a way to 
make money during the summer 
months. From landscaping to retail, 
there have always been employers 
willing to hire eager college students, 
even if it’s just for the summer. 

Summer jobs are quite trivial; 
you don’t necessarily have to posses 
any unique skill to be employed in 
the summertime. Just because you're 
a musician doesn’t mean you can’t 
make a decent sum of money in the 
roofing business. Some of the best 
jobs are jobs where labor is required, 
and students often overlook these 
jobs because they just want to relax 


during the summer. 

Outdoor jobs like house painting, 
roofing or landscaping may seem 
like a drag, but look at it as more than 
a job. Outdoor jobs allow you to get 
a tan, to stay in shape and to meet a 


Most supermarkets and _ retail 
stores start at about $7.25/hr. Indoor 
jobs are coveted, because they are 
usually inside an air-conditioned 
building and the work tends to be 
easier and less stressful. 


for students to get their proverbial 
foot in the door of a career they may 
be interested in. They always look 
great on a resume after you graduate 
and are trying to find a job in your 
field of study. 


whole lot more people than Now 
you would cramped up I'm sure 
inside of a video store or a aa Tee hae you're all 
Wal-Mart. wondering 


Another advantage of 
outdoor work is most con- 
tractors pay by the job, not 
by the hour. If you paint 
houses, you get paid when 
the house is finished, and 
you also have the possibility 
of earning large cash bonus- 
es. Working for an indepen- 
dent contractor may give you a better 
shot at huge summer earnings than 
working for a company like College 
Pro Painters. 

Indoor jobs have their advan- 
tages too. If you are able to land a job 
in a lumber yard, boatyard, ware- 
house or factory, you have a better 
chance of earning more money per 
hour then you would at a retail store 
like Wal-Mart or Target. 


From landscaping to retail, there have 
always been employers willing to hire 
eager students, even if its just for the 
summer. 


Another option for students is an 
internship. Internships come in many 
different variations. Some pay and 
some don’t. You may land an intern- 
ship with a company within your 
field of study and be willing to forgo 
a summer of earnings just to gain that 
experience within your field. Some 
internships do pay, and some 
extremely well. 

Internships are an excellent way 


where all 
these jobs 


are and 
how you 
find them. 


Well, they 
are easy to 
find, all it 
takes is 
some perseverance and the willing- 
ness to learn something new. Some 
of the best jobs are listed right in 
your local newspaper, like the 
Gazette, the Globe, the Herald or the 
Newburyport Daily News. Spending 
a day looking through the classified 
section and making some calls may 
wield a few interviews and maybe 
even a job. 

There are also many other ways 


to find jobs in this area. The internet 
is a useful source of info. There are 
many websites dedicated to summer 
jobs for college-aged students. If you 
type in “Summer Jobs” in the search 
line of any search engine, you will be 
bombarded with useful info on find- 
ing a job anywhere. 

The most valuable resource when 
finding a good summer job may be 
your friends and family. The “Hook 
Up,” as some may call it, can be the 
best thing for a summer job. More 
often than not, someone in your fam- 
ily will know someone who needs 
people to work for him or her. 
Friends are also an excellent resource 
for finding jobs. They may have 
existing jobs ‘which are willing to 
hire more people. 

I hope everyone can find a decent 
job this summer, and remember, 
overlooking a job you think is stupid 
may prove to be a mistake. Learning 
something new will always help you 
in the long run. The more you can do 
for an employer, the less reasons he 
or she has to let you go. Good luck 
and happy hunting. 


Does Cheney have a US court justice in his pocket? 


Justice Scalia will 


rule on case against 
his friend Cheney 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


Does vice president Dick Cheney 
have a US supreme court justice in 
his pocket? It could be possible, 
although the justice in question dis- 
agrees. Justice Antonin Scalia went 
on a duck hunting trip with the vice 
president last January. He even took 
a free flight on Cheney’s plane. But 
Scalia doesn’t think it disqualifies 
him from hearing Cheney's appeal in 
a case that could affect the vice pres- 
ident’s political future. 

In article from thenation.com, it 
says what most people may be think- 
ing: 


“Scalia’s opinion tells thousands 
of federal and state judges that it can 
be OK to vacation with friends who 
have cases before them and to accept 
the generosity of those friends while 
their cases are pending.” 

Isn’t this a form of bribery, or at 
least a conflict of interest? 

In January 2001, Cheney was 
appointed head of President Bush’s 
National Energy Policy 
Development Group, which formu- 
lated President’s Bush plan to dra- 
matically expand the nation’s ability 
to produce energy. It called for 
increasing domestic supplies for oil 
gas and coal, as well as boosting pro- 
duction of electric and nuclear 
power. 

The problem is Cheney was very 
secretive in his work. As he drafted 
the energy policy he consulted a lot 
of industry executives, like Ken Lay 
from the Enron Corp., making them 
members of his task force. But he left 
out the environmentalists. 


Also before becoming vice presi- 
dent, Cheney was an executive at 
Halliburton, the world’s largest oil 
and gas service company. He is still 
linked with the company although he 
says he has severed all his ties. 
Cheney still receives deferred com- 
pensation, and still retains stock 
options. 

My point is last year Bush’s 
secret energy task force headed by 
Cheney gave Halliburton a noncom- 
petitive contract for up to $7 billion 
to rebuild Iraq’s oil operations. So 
was this just another conflict of inter- 
est or was Halliburton the best 
choice? 

The Sierra Club and Judicial 
Watch, sued in 2001 to find out the 
names and positions of members of 
the energy task force headed by the 
vice president that year. The Sierra 
Club is an environmentalist group, 
and judicial watch is a public interest 
group that investigates and prose- 
cutes government corruption. “Over 


a year ago, U.S. District Court Judge 
Emmet Sullivan ordered the White 
House to either produce documents 
about the energy task force or pro- 
vide a detailed list of the documents 
it was withholding, and why. 

But the Bush administration 
resisted and appealed the order, even 
though the case was not completed. 
The White House said it was immune 
from having to produce the informa- 
tion on constitutional grounds. 

By accepting the case, the 
Supreme Court agreed to review the 
decision of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals, which earlier this year 
refused to step in, saying Cheney did 
not have legal standing to refuse the 
judge’s order. 

“The Supreme Court will hear 
arguments in the case in the spring 
next year, with a decision due by the 
end of June,” reported by common 
dreams news center online. 

Here is where the Justice Scalia 
controversy begins, or is it? In the 


2000 election, Scalia was the most 
vocal part of the five-justice majority 
that handed Bush the election, and 
Cheney the vice presidency. 

Coincidence? 

Secret task force, noncompetitive 
contract to former employee and 
nonchalantly bribing a Supreme 
Court Justice. This seems like noth- 
ing new in the wonderful world of 
politics, but is Scalia being bribed? 
He says on the hunting trip he spent 
no private time with Cheney. Even 
though he took Cheney’s plane, he 
still had to buy domestic tickets to 
come home. 

But if Scalia doesn’t think he 
should recuse himself from the case, 
why did he issue a 20-page explana- 
tory statement about how he won't 
recuse himself? Is Scalia feeling 
guilty, or is he just too stubborn to 
give up? 

Well, maybe vice president 
Cheney can take him away on a fish- 
ing trip to take his mind off it. 


Page 5 NECC Observer April 14, 2004 


The corrupt politics of Dick Cheney 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Graphics Editor 


When we 
think of President 
Richard Nixon, 
Watergate comes 
to mind. Bill 
Clinton, sex with 
a White House 
aide. Yet with all 
the scandalous 
articles and evi- 
dence showing 
up involving our current Vice 
President Dick Cheney, no one seems 
to be paying attention, or acknowl- 
edging his trail of alleged wrong 
doings. 

Did you know that while being 
chief executive of a company called 
Halliburton for five years, Cheney’s 
oil dealings with Iraq provided him 
with a $34 million retirement pack- 
age when he agreed to be a vice pres- 
ident candidate? 


Also, while he was in charge of 


this company, the Environmental 
Rights Action Group reported an 
incident in September of 1997, 
where, on the orders of Halliburton, 
18 of Nigeria’s police shot and killed 
Gidikumo Sule at the Flow Station in 
the city of Warri. 

A company Cheney is supposed- 
ly no longer affiliated with has 
allowed him to collect more than $10 
million in salary and stock payments 
from Halliburton. He is currently the 


company’s largest individual share- 
holder, holding stock and options 
worth another $40 million. 

Those holdings becoming more 
valuable with every contract the 
Pentagon seems to be handing to 
Texas-based Brown & Root Services 
(BRS), owned by Halliburton. 

Society appears to be getting 
accustomed to corrupt politics. Even 
articles written about Cheney’s affili- 
ation with Saddam Hussein and other 
barbaric dictators haven’t alarmed 
Americans yet. The fact Cheney 
could possibly be 


Pentagon gave the company an addi- 
tional $5 million to update its report. 
That same year, BRS won a massive, 
five-year contract from the US Army 
Corps of Engineers to work along- 
side American Gi’s in places like 
Zaire, Somalia, Kosovo, the Balkans 
and Saudi Arabia.” 

More evidence in _ State 
Department Documents obtained by 
the Los Angeles Times reported 
“U.S. Officials helped Halliburton 
secure major contracts in Asia and 
Africa. Halliburton now does busi- 

ness in 130 coun- 


involved in the brutal tries and 
murders of innocent C 6 employs more 
people and the gov- . than 100,000 
ernment turning a Even articles written about Cheney’s workers world- 
blind eye to it all eas * * wide. Its 1999 
should be very affiliation with Saddam Hussein and income was a 
alarming to every- Other barbaric dictators haven’t = ©! $15 Bil- 
one. This should LION dollars.” 


cause Americans to 
question if this is 
typical behavior of 
our government lead- 
ers. 

Should a man with such contro- 
versial business dealings remain in 
power? American people don’t seem 
nearly as concerned or interested in 
issue as they were with the media 
frenzy and hysteria over Lewinsky’s 
tainted dress. 

According to a EarthRights web- 
site, www.earthrights.org, an organi- 
zation based in Washington D.C., 

“They have condemned 
Halliburton for two energy-pipeline 


Ask Babs 


Hey Babs: 

I’ve got a question for you. I 
have a girlfriend and we’ve been 
together for almost 2 years now. I 
am 19 and she is. 18 and I do love 
her. But lately I’ve been kind of 
looking at other girls, something | 
never did before and | sorta have 
a little crush on someone. Is that 
wrong? Does that mean I’m cheat- 
ing? 

What should I do? 

Signed, 

Confused 


Hey Confused, 

First of all, it’s not wrong to 
have a crush on someone. Maybe 
you like their personality or the 
way they look, that’s just natural. 


The only time you’ re cheating is if 


you act on those feelings. | 
believe you truly love your girl- 
friend, but it’s also possible to love 
someone and not be “in love” with 
that person any longer. More 
importantly, you’re young. You 
and your girlfriend are just begin- 
ning your lives as adults and are 
going to experience many differ- 
ent things. The world can be a big 
scary place but exciting at the 
same time. Don’t close yourself 
off to the possibilities of seeing 
new things, traveling to new 
places, meeting wonderful people, 
falling in love, breaking some 
hearts and getting your heart bro- 
ken. These are all experiences that 


make you who you are and know 
what you want in a relationship. 

Some believe it is only possi- 
ble to fall in love only once, but I 
believe it’s possible to love many 
people through your life, each in 
different ways. The “true love” 
everyone talks about only comes 
when you’ve learned what it 
involves to be truly emotionally 
devoted to someone. Love, true 
love is giving and receiving , mak- 
ing sacrifices for each other. 
Always remember, you shouldn’t 
“need” a woman to complete your 
life. A woman should “enhance” 
your life, It’s then and only then 
that you can truly love and be 
loved. 

If those feelings for another 
person get stronger, then it might 
be time to look at your relation- 
ship. Have you outgrown each 
other? Does she have the same 
dreams or values you do? Most 
importantly you need to be honest 
with your girlfriend. Talk to her 
about your feelings and break 
from each other on good terms, 
because you never know, the time 
for the two of you might not be 
right now. But you could meet up 
later on in your life and realize she 
has grown into the person you 
respect and love and end up falling 
in love all over again. 


alarmed Americans yet. 


projects... that led to the forced relo- 
cation of villages, rape, murder, 
indentured labor and other crimes 
against humanity.” 

Robert Bryce writes, “In 1992 
the Pentagon, then under Cheney’s 
direction, paid Brown & Root 
Services $3.9 million to produce a 
classified report detailing how pri- 
vate companies, like itself, could 
help provide logistics for American 
troops in potential war zones around 
the world. “Later in 1992, the 


There were 
charges of fraud 
brought against 
the company by 
the Justice Department when a man 
by the name of Dammen Gant 
Cambell, a former contracts manager 
for Brown and Root, squealed to the 
Justice Department about how the 
company had inflated the quantities 
of materials for over 224 jobs in the 
mid-1990. In February 2002, the 
company paid $2 million to settle the 
suit. 

The list of controversy goes on:. 
Brown and Root were fined $3.8 mil- 
lion dollars for violating U.S. sanc- 


tions when they re-exported U.S. 
goods to Libya. 

An article written by Martin A 
Lee states: “Given that Saddam 
Hussein, the pariah du jour, has often 
been compared to Hitler, it’s worth 
pointing out that several blue-chip 
U.S. Firms profited from extensive 
commercial dealings with Nazi 


Germany, Shockingly, some 
American companies, including 


Standard Oil, Ford, ITT, GM, and 
General Electric, secretly kept trad- 
ing with the Nazi enemy while 
American’s soldiers fought and died 
during World War II.” 

“Today, General Electric is 
among the companies that were back 
in business with Saddam Hussein, 
even as American jets and battleships 
attack Iraq on a weekly basis using 
weapons made by G.E.” 

Questions are also being raised 
about duck-hunting trips organized 
by Cheney. Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia accompanied Cheney 
on such a trip and is now being asked 
to recuse himself because of a case 
he will be. sitting on involving 
Cheney. Scalia will be hearing a 
case pending against Cheney regard- 
ing a lower court ruling ordering him 
to disclose details of meetings 
between his energy policy task force 
and the contacts in the energy indus- 
try. 

Is it all right for our government 
to behave in such unethical behaviors 
and get away with it? 


Cellphone numbers are listed 
whether you like it or not 


Soon it will be as 
simple to find a cell 
phone number as it 
is a normal one 


(KRT) Are you choosy about 
whom you give your cell phone 
number to? It may come as a shock 
that, by year’s end, anybody and 
everybody might have your number. 

Not only that, you might have 
unwittingly granted permission for 
that to happen. In a matter of 
months, many cell phone companies 
hope to work out the technical 
details permitting them to list mil- 
lions of numbers in an electronic 411 
directory. 

They’re promising to protect 
phone users’ privacy. But an industry 
guarantee alone may not be suffi- 
cient. 

So before the directory is 
launched, Congress needs to air fully 
a number of proposals aimed at safe- 
guarding cell phone users’ private 
information _ as well as their num- 
bers, if they choose to be left alone. 

Creating a wireless directory 
would be a major change for phone 
customers. 

Maybe the only people to wel- 
come such a directory would be the 
7.5 million Americans who rely 
exclusively on cell phones. Right 
now, their numbers are out of reach, 
while landline phone users can be 
found in the White Pages. 

Conduct a caller-in-the-street 
survey, though, and you’d probably 
find many millions of wireless users 


who aren’t eager to share their num- 
bers. 

That’s because, for many cell 
phone users, one of the technology’s 
chief virtues is that the only calls 
they receive are calls they’ve invit- 
ed. Their cell phones are available 
only to family, friends or business 


hearing, and the sooner, the better. 
It’s before the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, where new 
chairman Rep. Joe Barton, R-Texas, 
would find this a popular cause 
among millions of consumers. 
Industry officials working on the 
directory aren’t keen on having 


—$—_¢¢—____—_- 


Any cell phone directory should offer 
customers the right to exclude their 


name and number. 


associates to whom they give the 
number. 

And then there’s the money fac- 
tor: An annoying phone call on a 
landline wastes only your time and 
patience. A nuisance cell phone call 
could also waste precious minutes of 
your allotment and end up costing 
money. 

The familiar ads remind us 
“they’re your minutes,” and say we 
should be able to keep them. Well, 
the commercials might just as well 
say it’s our money, so we should be 
able to decide whether to keep it. 

Any cell phone directory should 
offer customers the right to exclude 
their name and number. But unlike 
the White Pages, there should be no 
fee to remain unlisted. 

That’s the thrust of proposed leg- 
islation offered late last year by a 
bipartisan group of lawmakers. The 
Wireless 411 Privacy Act deserves a 


Congress step in. They contend 
phone companies are taking steps to 
keep data private, and will allow 
customers to opt out of the listings. 

Deep in the fine print of major 
phone carriers’ agreements, though, 
is wording that permits listing names 
and numbers in a directory. Didn’t 
read the fine print amid the excite- 
ment of acquiring that nifty picture 
phone? Probably not. If it’s left up to 
customers to opt out of any directo- 
ry, many are going to miss the 
chance and end up in a directory 
against their will. 

It’s significant that the nation’s 
largest carrier _ Verizon Wireless _ 
pledges it won't include its 36 mil- 
lion customers in a directory. 
Congress should ensure that all cell 
phone users’ wishes on this issue are 
respected. 
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College presents new budget plan 


Hartleb presents plan 
to Massachusetts 
state politicians 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


With a number of Massachusetts 
politicians on hand, NECC president 
David Hartleb presented a plan 
devised by the state’s 15 community 
colleges for the budget for the next 
fiscal year FY 2005. 

NECC held “Legislator’s Day” 
on April 2 to present the plan to State 


Sen. Steven Baddour and a group of 


state representatives, including 
David Torrise and Barry Finegold. 
Mark Andrews, NECC’s vice 
president of administration, 
explained a group of representatives 
from each community college 
worked for months to devise the 


plan, which is based on the needs of 


the college. 

The plan calculated how much 
the community colleges should be 
funded based on a number of factors, 
including the ratio of faculty to stu- 
dents, the number of credit hours 
generated by the college and the cost 


of equiptment and utilities used by 
the college. It also takes into account 
the size of the campus and the 
amount the college must spend to 
keep itself running. 

According to the plan, NECC 
should be funded $34,254,319. 
However, the college is only being 
funded $15,163,084 after three 
straight years of budget cuts, accord- 
ing to information given at the pre- 
sentation. 

After the $9,611,521 the college 
makes through tuition and fees, there 
is still a $9,611,714 gap between 
what Hartleb’s group believes the 
college should be funded and what it 
is being given. 

Andrews explained this gap is 
consistent at all community colleges 
in the state, since higher education 
has been cut 30 percent in the past 
three years. 

To make up for this gap, the col- 
lege devised a plan to fairly get the 
money back to the colleges, accord- 
ing to Andrews. 

He added the plan is first based 
around level funding at $15,163,084. 
That would make it a law the state 
must budget the college that much 
money and cannot cut the budget 
during the year. 

Andrews explained the college 


More trouble at 
495 intersection 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The 1-495 route 110 intersec- 
tion outside of Northern Essex was 
the site of another incedent, this 
one leading to gunfire and charges 
which include assault with attempt 
to murder. 

According to a release from the 
Haverhill police at approximately 
6:15 am. on Sunday, April 11, 
officer Sonny Greenwood, 
responding to a hit and run acci- 
dent pulled over a driver at the 
intersection of Lawrence Street 
and Kenoza Avenue 

Greenwood opened the car 


door and attempted to remove the 


defendant, identified as Dean 
Stockwell, 41, of Newton, N.H. 

As the officer tried to remove 
the driver, Stockwell drove off 
with Greenwood caught in the 
door. According to the release, 
Greenwood was dragged until he 
was able to jump into the back of 
the truck. 

Stockwell drove east on RT. 
110 with speeds reaching 70 miles 
per hour with Greenwood in the 
back of the truck. 

The release said that 
Greenwood, fearing for his life, 
shot Stockwell through the back 
window of the truck. Officer Fred 
Corthell said the bullet went 
through Stockwell’s arm and into 
his leg. 

Stockwell continued driving 
for 1.8 miles before being stopped 
on Amesbury Road in Haverhill 
and being taken into custody, 


according to the release. 

Corthell said Greenwood was 
not injured and Stockwell was 
treated at Lawrence General 
Hospital and released. 

From the accident, Stockwell 
is facing assault with the intent to 
murder, drunk driving, failure to 
stop for a police officer, driving to 
endanger and driving with an 
opened container of alcohol, 
according to the report. 

The accident remains under 
investigation with the state police 
and Haverhill Police detectives. 
Stockwell is being held without 
bail until his hearing. 

Greenwood originally stopped 
Stockwell after the defendant was 
involved in a hit and run accident 
on 1-495. 

Details on that accident were 
not available, but 
injured, the report said 

This incident occurred near the 
intersection that has been a source 
of controversy since the accident 
on Noy. 5, 2003 in which Lynne 
Brackett, 30, of Portsmouth N.H. 
was killed 

The NECC Contemporary 
Affairs Club has been working to 
get a traffic light installed at that 
intersection and the college has 
developed a plan for a light to be 
installed. These plans have not 
gone into effect because the inter- 
section has not yet been ranked 
high enough on the Massachusetts 
Transportation Improvement Plan. 
The intersection ranks in the top 50 
worst intersections in the state. 


no one was 


has seen mid-year cuts in the last few 
years, and it has made it more diffi- 
cult for the state’s community col- 
lege to make ends meet. 

In addition to the level funding, 
the plan included a five-year plan in 
which the state would allocate $10 
million per year which would be dis- 
tributed throughout the 15 communi- 
ty colleges. 

Each of the colleges would 
receive a certain amount of the 10 
million based on the needs of the col- 
lege. 

Since NECC is a mid-sized com- 
munity college, it would receive 
$607,832. That is less than larger col- 
leges such as Quincy Community 


College, who would _ receive 
$1,080,059, but more than other col- 
leges. 


Andrews stated this would also 
be based upon such elements as the 


size of the college and the number of 


students who are enrolled. 

Also being asked in the plan is 
for the state to fund the AFSCME 
contracts, which have been unfunded 
for a great deal of time. 

Once Hartleb was finished with 
his PowerPoint presentation, he 
fielded a number of questions about 
the college and the proposed budget 
plan. 


ee 


We will take the information back to 
the debate and hopefully we will meet 


their requests. 


—David Torrise 


Some of the representatives from 
the government also spoke on the 
plan and the upcoming budget year. 

“We will take the information 
back to the debate and hopefully we 
will meet their requests,” said 
Torrise, the representitive for North 
Andover. “It’s been a long and 
painful recession.” 

Finegold, the representative for 


Andover and Tewksbury and son of 


NECC professor Michael Finegold 
said he is hoping the state will be 
able to get the college level funding, 
but it is far from a sure thing. 

“I am cautiously-optimistic for 
next year,” Baddour said. 

The college also took the time to 
show the representatives a few good 
things about NECC. 

Two members of the NECC stu- 


dent senate, president Danielle 
Jackson and Lisa Saecata talked to 
the group about how their time at 
NECC has helped them. 

“The students were spectacular, 
they really put a face to the words,” 
Baddour said. 

Andrews pointed out community 
colleges are the largest workforce 
development provider in 
Massachusettes, which makes the 
state money. He explained people 
who go to community colleges are 
more likely to stay and work in 
Massachusetts, because they are 
from the area. He said the students 
who go to colleges such as Boston 
College often come to the state for 
college, then leave again. 


Construction forces 
changes to one-stops 


Continrued from page | 


be stationed in the hall of the first 
floor and help students to update their 
information and get their transcripts. 
From there students will be sent to 
the vending machine room in the B- 
building to sign in to meet with an 
advisor. Student activities will also 
be in the room to give out student 
IDs. 

From there they wait until they 
are called in to meet with an advisor, 
who will be in room 153 of the E- 
building. There will be between 10- 
25 advisors at work, depending on 
how many people they are expecting 
on that day. 

After that, students will return to 
the B-building, where they will go 
upstairs to the normal registrar's 
office and continue through the rest 
of the offices in the B-building, as a 
person would do if they were normal- 
ly registering for classes. 

After that, Sullivan said students 
will be told to exit through the out- 
side staircase of the B-building to 
avoid going back into the commo- 
tion. 

While Sullivan explained the 
process should run much the same as 
it did before the move have to be 
made to deal with the smaller area. 

One of the things which will help 
to alleviate these problems is having 
retuming students register for fall 
classes as early as possible. 

Sullivan explained most students 
are assigned to faculty advisors who 
work with them on their schedules. 


————_——$$4&——__--— 


The sooner people can get registered 
for classes the better. 


—Steve Sullivan 


He said those students would benefit 
from forgoing the one-stop and work- 
ing with their advisor. 

For those who are assigned to the 
advising center, Sullivan encouraged 
them to get an appointment with the 
center as soon as possible and go to 
the first one-stop they can. 

He said only returning students 
will be eligible for the advanced reg- 
istration one-stops, which will be 
held periodically in April and May. 

He expressed it benefits students 
to attend these because they avoid the 
rush of incoming freshman. The ear- 
lier a student registers, the better 
selection of classes there will be. 

To help this along, Sullivan said 
those students who are assigned to 
the advising center will receive a let- 
ter and/or phone call to remind them 
to attend one of these early one-stops. 

Sullivan added he is advising this 
because the summer’s one-stops will 
be extremely crowded, because the 
college plans to invite a large number 
of incoming freshman. He explained 
that if every returning student waits 
until the last minute, it will make the 
crowd even worse. 


On average, 3,500 to 4,000 stu- 
dents attend one-stop registrations 
per year at Northern Essex. 

The popularity of this is clear, 
and that is one of things that makes it 
a concern for Sullivan. He said that is 
is a lot of help for students, and he is 
hoping these changes do not make it 
more difficult for new students. 

Sullivan said PEA, or the Process 
of Enrollment and Academics, is a 
group which has been formed by the 
college to address such issues as the 
obstacles of the one-stops. This group 
is made up of the managers in all the 
departments who work with enroll- 
ment, such as the Bursars office and 
Career Development. He stated this 
group, which meets every Monday, 
works to make these processes as 
simple as possible. But Sullivan 
explained the students have a big part 
in making the one-stops work. 

“The sooner people can get regis- 
tered for classes the better,’ Sullivan 
stated. 
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Parnassus Slam is 
April 26 in Jitters 


Parnassus, the campus liter- 


| 
ary magazine will hold its 
Parnassus Slam on Monday, 
April 26, from 12-1 p.m. in Jitters 
Café in Spurk. 

The slam is an open mike for 
poetry, short fiction. one-act 
plays, or songs. 

Everyone is welcome to per- 
form or watch. 


NECC student wins 
first place in Eagle- 
Tribune poetry contest 


NECC student Emily Dignan 
has won first place in the Eagle- 
Tribune poetry writing contest. 
The winning entry was a poem 

~<«3 she wrote 
2 for Prof. 
eJoanna 
Fortna’s 
poetry class 
Brat (NECGE: 
© Dignan, of 
. Groveland, 
also writes a 
regular col- 
umn for the 
Observer. 


Emily Dignan 


Visual Arts alumni to 
exhibit at Pentucket 
Art Center in Haverhill 


Erica Sheehy of Haverhill, 
Cara Jordan of Haverhill, 
Natalie Russo of Haverhill and 
Salem, N.H., and Bennett 
Harrington of Merrimac will be 
exhibiting their paintings at the 
Pentucket Art Center, 61 
Wingate Street, Haverhill from 
April 16- April 25. Opening 
reception: Sunday April 18, 2-4. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Three of the four students 
have applied for transfer, and 
been accepted, to important art 
schools. 

For more information con- 
tact: Diane Edstrom 978-556- 
3331. 


Faculty union holds 
scholarship bake sale 
April 16 in Spurk lobby 


The Northern Essex 
Community College 
Professional Association will 
hold a _ scholarship bake sale in 
the lobby of Spurk on April 16 
from 10 am-1:15 pm. 

The NECCPA is also seek- 
ing applicants for this year’s 
$500 NECCPA Scholarship. 

The NECCPA Scholarship 
is awarded to a student graduat- 
ing in the current academic 
year who, in the judgement of 
the scholarship committee, rep- 
resents the best product of 
NECC education. 

Applications are due by 
noon, April 23, and must be 
submitted to Peter Flynn in 
C314-E Spurk. The committee 
will announce the winner on 
May 4. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
Campus Briefs? 

information to 


announce in 
Please email 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Barlas: MassPIRG advisor 
planned to leave in May 


Continrued from page | 


directly on a daily basis. 

“I’m not quite sure what Arthur 
is saying. This doesn’t reflect what | 
believe.” 

Barlas agrues Brown is too con- 
cerned with matters of the student 
senate rather than NECC’s student 
body. 

“I think Dina does a good job 
running the student senate,’ Barlas 
adds. “I’m sort of the unofficial 
organizer of many groups at NECC. 
But Dina doesn’t do that, she’s over 
in the other side of the building, 
working with the senate.” 

Brown defended herself, saying 
she interacts directly with thousands 
of students yearly. 

“| don’t want to get into a battle 
with Arthur, but I see a lot of students 
coming through my office,” states 
Brown. “] don’t think is view reflects 
our current administration at NECC. 
I see 7,000 students each semester. 
According to the annual report for 
last year, activities created through 
our office gathered 10,400 students. 
Keep in mind that some of this figure 
is made up of repeat students (stu- 


dents who have attended an event 
more than once.) 

Brown also explains the number 
of students she sees at orientation as 
well as services provided through the 
student activities and orientation cen- 
ter. 

“In student services, | probably 
saw 2,152 for photo IDs last semes- 
ter and an additional several hundred 
for YMCA passes,” adds Brown. 
“Student orientation attracted 4,000 
students. Regardless, I’m making a 
connection with students.” 

In response to Barlas’ statement 
of Brown being concerned solely for 
the NECC student senate, Brown 
retorts, “I don’t necessarily meet 
with all the club members of each 
group on campus, but | know all of 
them.” 

Brown explains she does not 
understand why no one else was told 
by MassPIRG why Carey had left 
NECC. 

“MassPIRG didn’t notify anyone 
else. They made no attempt to inform 
us, no voicemail, no email,” Brown 
says. “I’m glad Arthur was contact- 
ed, but | didn’t have this conversa- 
tion with MassPIRG. I haven’t seen 


——_¢¢>—__—_—_— 


Three or four weeks ago, I was visited in 
my office by MassPIRG’s regional direc- 
tor who told me Pat would be leaving. 


—Arthur Barlas 


or heard anything from MassPIRG 
since a March 4 phone call, which 
was a voice message from them.” 

Barlas feels MassPIRG, like any 
other group at NECC, has its prob- 
lems, but its faults should be over- 
looked. 

“Every group has problems, but 
these are minor ones. You should 
judge an organization by the work 
they have accomplished. In the last 


year, they have done a great deal of 


things,” stresses Barlas. “There’s a 
high turnover for all groups here on 
campus. After all, this is a commuter 
college.” 
The administration feels 
MassPIRG has accomplished much. 
“| known they (MassPIRG) have 


had a hard time keeping a representa- 
tive on campus. But we have had a 
splendid time with MassPIRG here,” 
states Mark Andrews, NECC Vice 
President of Administration 
“They've done a number of things, 
such as voter registration at the 
Haverhill campus during the 
Massachusetts presidential primary. 
Voter participation is very important. 
They play an important role in the 
process of getting students more 
involved at NECC.” 

It remains uncertain whether or 
not the two candidates Barlas was 
notified of to replace Carey will 
arrive to finish up the remaining 
spring semester at NECC. 


Trustees address construction 
and student transferring 


Continrued from page | 


Massachusetts tuition rates for two 
years. 

Dimmick explained this program 
is in place to take some or the intim- 
idation out of moving on in higher 
education and removing the anxiety 
students feel about whether or not 
they will be accepted to the school of 
their choice. 

“| think it’s a great program,” 
NECC trustee Joseph Edwards said, 
stating that when he graduated from 
Northern Essex it was far more con- 
fusing to transfer. “It’s certainly in 
the best interest of students.” 

To make this program possible, 
NECC must form agreements with 
each one of the colleges, explained 
Dimmick, whose office handles most 
of the agreements. 

“It’s difficult to get and keep 
these agreements with colleges,’ 
NECC president David Hartleb said. 

Hartleb said that it is often more 
of a challenge to retain agreements 
with public colleges and universities 
than private ones, and he said that 
private institutions do not look poor- 
ly upon accepting community col- 
lege students. 

Dimmick explained that the joint 
admissions plan also helps students 
to get as many credits to transfer as 
possible. She stated that when a stu- 
dent transfers from NECC without 
going through the joint admissions 
program, he or she is much more 
likely to lose more credits and have 


to take requirements that were 
already filled while at NECC. 

While the college works to help 
students move on, getting them to 
graduate from Northern Essex is still 
the biggest concern. 

“We do everything to get them 
(students) to get their Associate’s 
Degree,” Dimmick stated. 


Hartleb 
pointed out 
that the Board 
of High 
Education 
counts the 
number of 


graduates, so 
the more stu- 
dents graduate 
the better the 
college looks. 
But he said 
that is not 
nearly as important as it is to just see 
that the students are reaching a goal. 

Also addressed at the meeting 
was the FY ‘0S budget, and 
Legislator’s Day, where it was pre- 
sented to local government officials. 

“We are saying enough to (bud- 
get) cuts,” Hartleb said. 

He said that he recently met with 
Massachusetts Speaker of the House 
Thomas Finneran and discussed the 
new plan the community colleges 
have put together, which involves 
level funding and an extra $10 mil- 
lion to be distributed among the 
state’s 15 community colleges. 

Hartleb said the past meeting was 


the best he and his group had with 
Finneran’s office since he has been 
with NECC. 

NECC vice president of institu- 
tional advancement Jean Poth also 
addressed the fundraising program 
for the Lecture Hall A conversion. 
She said that the college had already 
raised $3,500. 


en 


We do everything to get them (student) 
to get their Associate’s Degree. 


—Grace Dimmick 


“| believe this project is going to 
be successful,” Poth said. “It’s com- 
ing along very nicely.” 

Hartleb also commented on the 
current construction to the technolo- 
gy center, which he said is going very 
well. He said that the crew is work- 
ing on installing the foundation, and 
were only slowed a little by recent 
weather conditions. 

A more controversial topic was 
that of the technology center that the 
college wants to build on the 
Lawrence campus. 

Hartleb explained that the col- 
lege wants to get $ | million from the 
state to tear down a vacated mall and 


build the center in that place. 

However, Richard Early and 
other members of the NECC trustees 
voiced concern that once the state 
pays for the mall to be torn down, a 
plan that is far from being approved, 
the city of Lawrence may then sell 
the very valuable land, which would 
not yet be property of NECC. 

Edwards said that 
once the mall is torn 
down, that land would 
become very popular 
and the city could sell 
if for a lot of money. 
While nothing was 
decided upon, 
Edwards suggested 
that the college put 
together a legal agree- 
ment with the city to 
make sure they get the 
land. But Hartleb stat- 
ed that this was far from being decid- 
ed upon. 

The trustees also approved 
$10,000 donation from North Shore 
Medical Center. 

The group also unanimously 
voted Byron Matthews to remain 
chairman of the NECC trustees, 
Early to remain the vice chairman 
and Barbara MacKinnon to remain 
secretary for the next year. 

“I’m thankful for having the 
chance to have this opportunity,” 
Matthews said. 


Page 8 NECC Observer 


April 14, 2004 


Nations yolk 
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Halliburton employee 
kidnapped in Iraq, 
hometown holds vigil 


MACON, Miss. (AP) Friends 
and neighbors of an American civil- 
ian taken hostage in Iraq gathered 
Sunday for a vigil outside the coun- 
ty courthouse, many wearing yel- 
low ribbons and scrawling notes of 
support for his family after a morn- 
ing deadline imposed by his abduc- 
tors passed. 

Thomas’ Hamill, 43, was 
snatched Friday by gunmen who 
attacked a fuel convoy he was 
guarding, the latest in a string of 
kidnappings in Iraq. 

“I’m just praying,” his grand- 
mother, Vera Hamill, said Sunday. 

Hamill works for the Houston- 
based engineering and construction 
company Kellogg, Brown & Root, 
a division of Halliburton, his wife, 
Kellie, told The Associated Press. 

His captors threatened to kill 
him unless U.S. troops ended their 
assault on the city of Fallujah. The 
deadline passed Sunday morning 
with no word on Hamill's fate. 


In Texas, Bush prays as 
deaths mount in Iraq 


FORT HOOD, Texas (AP) 
President Bush said on Easter 
Sunday he was praying for 
American casualties to ebb in Iraq, 
but he braced the public for more in 
a U.S.-led fight that he described as 
“right for the security of our coun- 
try.” 

“It was a tough week last 
week," Bush said, speaking at an 
Army base that lost at least nine sol- 
diers in recent days. Some 50 U.S. 
soldiers were killed in action in Iraq 
last week in addition to nearly 900 
Iraqis. 

Gunmen shot down a U.S. 
attack helicopter during fighting in 
western Baghdad Sunday, killing its 
two crew members. 

“My prayers and thoughts are 
with those who paid the ultimate 
price for our security,” he said. 

“Obviously, every day I pray 
there is less casualty, but | know 
what we are doing in Iraq is right” 
Bush said. “It’s right for long-term 
peace. It’s right for the security of 
our country. And it's hard work.” 


Gas prices continue to 
rise, breaking records 


CAMARILLO, Calif. (AP) 
Gas prices climbed another 21/2 
cents in the past two weeks as high 
crude oil prices and tight capacity 
contributed to record prices at the 
pump, a national survey said 
Sunday. 

The nationwide average in the 
past two weeks that ended Friday 
was $1.82 for all grades, said Trilby 
Lundberg of the Lundberg survey, 
which regularly polls 8,000 stations 
across the United States. 

Gasoline prices are up 31.5 
cents per gallon nationwide since 
late December, Lundberg said. 

“The prices keep breaking their 
own records every week,” she said. 


“ Kerry’s ‘misery index’ 


includes college costs 
——————————_¢6to—_—_ 


Kerry says Bush’s time in the White 
House has brought the nation’s 
largest tuition increase on record. 


BOSTON (AP) John Kerry is 
broadening his economic assault on 
President Bush with a “misery 
index” that suggests a combination 
of soaring college and health care 
costs and stagnant incomes have bat- 
tered working families during 
Bush’s term, campaign documents 
obtained Sunday showed. 

Much of the Democrats’ criti- 
cism of Bush is focused on job loss- 
es during his tenure, but Kerry’s 
study argues that far broader and 
more ominous economic trends are 
at work. 

“Less noted, but perhaps even 
more important, is the fact that mid- 
dle-class families are increasingly 
being squeezed by the rising cost of 
health care, college tuition and gaso- 
line at the same time that wages and 
incomes are stagnating and personal 
bankruptcies are at record levels,” 
the campaign report said. 

Kerry’s presidential campaign 
planned a formal release Monday at 
coordinated events in more than a 
dozen electorally competitive states. 
The document, obtained Sunday by 
the AP, discusses the economic sta- 
tus of all 50 states. 

Between 2000 and 2003, the 
study says, inflation-adjusted figures 
show wages dropped 0.2 percent 
while tuition at public colleges and 
universities increased by 13 percent. 
The campaign says the tuition 
increase is the largest on record fora 
comparable time span. At the same 
time, health insurance premiums 
grew by I! percent and gasoline 
prices were up by 1S percent, 
according to the study. 

Kerry’s campaign argues that 
those increased burdens far out- 
stripped any financial gain from a 
series of Bush-sponsored tax cuts, 
which his administration contends 
put more money in the pockets of 
working families. 


“This is an index about how the 
real economy is affecting real work- 
ing families,” said Gene B. Sperling, 
a top economic adviser to former 
President Clinton. Sperling is 
Kerry’s chief economic adviser. 

Bush campaign spokesman 
Steve Schmidt dismissed the index 
as a political stunt. 

“John Kerry has made a calcula- 
tion that if he talks down the econo- 
my, it will benefit him politically,” 
he said. 

Schmidt also said the economy 
is growing “at its fastest rate in 20 
years” and pointed to the recent 
Labor Department report that some 
308,000 new jobs were created last 
month. Nearly 2 million jobs have 
been lost during Bush’s tenure. 

Campaign officials said they 
prepared the study with economic 
data from the Census Bureau; the 
College Board; the federal agency 
that runs the Medicaid and Medicare 
health programs; and other govern- 
ment agencies, independent sources 
and advocacy groups. 

The report examined median 
family incomes, college tuition, 
health insurance costs, gasoline 
prices, personal bankruptcies, home- 
ownership rates and private sector 
job growth. It says six of the seven 
statistics worsened during Bush’s 
term; only home ownership rates 
improved. 

With gasoline prices at record 
levels, each of the White House 


rivals seeks to blame the other. 
Bush’s campaign has laid out a 
series of Kerry actions as senator 
from Massachusetts that could have 
led to increase gas prices. Kerry’s 
study says drivers paid an additional 
$24 billion for gasoline this year, 
averaging out to $300 per family. 

The campaign calculated the 
“Middle Class Misery Index” of 
Bush’s and previous administrations 
and found a 13-point dip between 
2000 and 2003, the biggest drop 
since President Carter’s term. The 
report found a deterioration of five 
points during President Reagan’s 
two terms, and a decline of 12 points 
during Bush’s father’s presidency. 

The index stood at 113 in 2000, 
but had dipped to 99 by 2003. A 
higher score means families are bet- 
ter off. 

Sperling said officials chose a 
range of economic statistics that 
would give an accurate picture of the 
economy and its effect on working 
families. He rejected suggestions 
that figures were chosen to make the 
economy look worse than it is. 

Kerry marked the Easter Sunday 
holiday by going to church, where 
he accepted Holy Communion. 
Some Roman Catholic leaders have 
criticized Kerry’s support for abor- 
tion rights and stem cell research, 
both of which are at odds with 
church teachings, and have suggest- 
ed he be denied church sacraments 
as a result. 


UNH frat kicked off campus for 
obscene drawings on student 


CONCORD, N.H. (AP) A 
University of New Hampshire frater- 
nity was permanently dismissed 
because members drew obscene and 
racist pictures on another student a 
year ago, according to a school inci- 
dent report. 

The woman, who has not been 
named, told authorities she fell 
asleep on a couch at the fraternity 
house after a night of drinking. 

When she awoke in the morning 
of March 1, she says she found black 
and red drawings across her face, 
neck, arms and back. Among the 
scribbles were swastikas, penises and 
the Greek letters of Phi Kappa 
Sigma. 

Last week, police arrested Beau 
Robinson, 22, of Farmington and 
Robert Marsella, 21, of Dover and 
charged them with simple assault. 

Prosecutors from the Strafford 
County Attorney’s office said the 
incident does not qualify as a hate 
crime, a charge which can carry a 
longer sentence. The student's reli- 
gious and ethnic background are not 
known. 

According to university officials, 


the young woman did not report the 
incident until last January, 10 months 
after the fraternity party. 

The report says the woman left 
the fraternity house after discovering 
the drawings. When she returned 
later in the day to retrieve her purse 
and cell phone, she said she saw a 
photo of her with the markings on a 
house member’s computer screen 
saver. 

The student said she did not 
receive an apology for several weeks 
despite repeated efforts to confront 
house members. She also said she 
received harassing phone calls from a 
fraternity brother. 

An area office of the Anti- 
Defamation League commended the 
university for dismissing Phi Kappa 
Sigma but called the silence of poten- 
tial witnesses unacceptable. 

“Some major questions remain 
regarding how the individuals who 
committed this act will be held 
accountable for their conduct,” said 
ADL Regional Director Rob Leikind. 
“There also were other people who 
knew about the incident yet remained 
silent...we hope a complete and thor- 


ough investigation along these lines 
will be conducted.” 

UNH spokeswoman Kim 
Billings said the university investiga- 
tion will stay open, at least until the 
victim feels some closure. 

“I think as the story gets out and 
people on campus are more aware of 
what happened...we are certainly 
open to hearing anything we can to 
quickly adjudicate people who were 
involved in this,” Billings said. 

A UNH judicial board denied an 
appeal filed by Phi Kappa Sigma, 
and the frat was kicked off campus 
last week. 

The chapter was found responsi- 
ble by a judicial board made up of 
faculty and students for infractions 
pertaining to verbal and physical 
abuse and discriminatory harass- 
ment. 

The fraternity was already on 
probation for overcrowding during 
weekend parties. This is the fifth fra- 
ternity at UNH to be dismissed since 
the early 1990s. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


More than 600 Iraqis 
killed in week of US 
attacks on insurgents 


FALLUJAH, Iraq (AP) More 
than 600 Iraqis have been killed in 
Fallujah since Marines began a 
siege against Sunni insurgents in 
the city a week ago, most of them 
women, children and the elderly, 
the head of the city's hospital said 
Sunday. 

Statistics and names of the 
dead were gathered from four main 
clinics around the city and from 
Fallujah General Hospital, said 
hospital's director Rafie al-Issawi. 

Bodies were being buried in 
two soccer fields, one of which 
was visited by an Associated Press 
reporter. It was filled with row after 
row of graves. 

The death toll from the siege, 
which started early last week, may 
be even higher than the hospital's 
tally. 

“We have reports of an 
unknown number of dead being 
buried in people's homes without 
coming to the clinics,” al-Issawi 
said. 

Residents started burying bod- 
ies in the soccer fields starting 
Friday, when there was a pause in 
fighting to allow people to tend to 
the dead. 


Hong Kong residents 
demonstrate in streets 
demanding democracy 


HONG KONG (AP) 
Thousands of Hong Kong residents 
demanded full democracy and 
called on their unpopular leader to 
quit as they marched Sunday past 
Beijing’s representative office in 
Hong Kong. 

Hong Kongers are clamoring 
for the right to elect their chief 
executive and lawmakers, and 
many were upset last week when 
China’s most powerful legislative 
committee said any political 
reforms here must be approved in 
advance by Beijing. 

After a brief standoff with 
police, the demonstrators were 
allowed to file past the rear 
entrance of the Chinese govern- 
ment’s liaison office, dropping off 
boxes of letters that urged Beijing 
to reverse its ruling and allow uni- 
versal suffrage. 


Machu Picchu tourists 
stranded by mudslides 
are finally rescued 


LIMA, Peru (AP) Hundreds of 
tourists stranded by a mudslide 
near the Inca citadel of Machu 
Picchu left by train on a newly 
cleared rail Sunday, as the search 
continued for 10 missing 
Peruvians. One Peruvian has been 
confirmed dead. 

Rescue workers found the 
body of a man Saturday, Civil 
Defense chief Juan Podesta said. In 
all, some 70 people were forced to 
leave their destroyed or damaged 
homes in Saturday's mudslides. On 
Sunday, the train whose track was 
buried in the mudslide returned 
tourists to the Inca capital Cuzco. 
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MassPIRG at NECC 


The students of 
Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group 
NECC chapter 


Working for you and the community: 


Improving Recycling at the college 


Registering voters Complete your degree with our convenient, 
Learning about environmental issues flexible full-time and part-time options. 


Collecting clothing for the poor 
FULL-TIME PART-TIME 


Programs for Women Programs for Men & Women 
We offer undergraduate degree The Regis Advantage Program” 
programs with a choice of 35 is an accelerated management 
Vot a Ye S fo l majors and minors. program with both undergraduate 
& Transfer advising and support and Leriicate Opnons, : 
services for women > Fast, flexible evening format 


for adult women and men 


§ Small classes and personal 
S S attention 6 5-week classes; complete 9 
a pe : courses a year 
a8 § Outstanding internship ) 


opportunities 6 4 convenient locations: 
Methuen, Medford, Weston 


® Career and graduate school 
5 and Attleboro 


On Wednesday, April 27 advising 


S xx) Call 1-866-GET-REGIS 
Sa | (1-866-438-7344) 
or visit 
@) Co -www.regiscollege.edu 


235 Wellesley Street « Weston, MA 02493 


"The best $7 you'll ever spend" 


Campus Events 


April 13: Rubber Eraser Day 
April 16: Ping Pong Tournament yeasty One click. Zero commute. 
April 20 Jelly Bean Day 

April 22: Earth Day 


April 23: Spring Jam 


INTRODUCING Now you can take courses from 24 Massachusetts 
‘MASS colleges right from your computer. Introducing Mass 
feeRescisy «Colleges Online, a new consorcium of online 
fey Minty © courses and program offerings that brings some of 

Pe the best courses offered by Massachusetts state and 

community colleges directly to your home or school 


computer 


April 23: International Festival 
April 23 + 26: Wiffleball Game 
April 28: Pool Tournament 


ii credit courses, one-of-a-kind courses and 


ms you would have had to commute miles to 


d are now a click away 


ges Onlne website. at 


edu to learn all about this exciting 


Sponsored by Student Activities & Orientation Dept. 
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Learning centers geared to help 
students with their academics 


Tutoring by trained 
professionals offered 
Jor free at NECC 


TJ MOKKOSIAN 
Contributing Reporter 


For over 20 years, NECC stu- 
dents who have struggled in their 
classes have had the option of free 
tutoring offered by trained profes- 
sionals. These facilities are known 
as learning centers. All centers are 
located on the second floor of the C 
building, or Spurk, on the Haverhill 
campus. 

The Math Center is run by coordi- 
nator Joseph Scascitelli and serves 
more than 600 students each semester. 

“We service more students than 
any other Massachusetts community 
college center,” said Scascitelli. The 
math center’s primary goal is to 
assist developmental students who 
are in basic math and basic algebra 
one and two. Although the tutors are 
geared toward these, students of all 
levels are welcome. 


“It’s about a fifty-fifty mixture of 


high level and low level students,” 
added Scascitelli. 

The Math Center does more than 
just help students with homework. 
Many teachers offer make up tests 


through the Math Center 
in which students who do 
poorly on one or more 
exams can go to the center 
and redo the test. Also, 
students who are having 
trouble keeping up with 
the speed of their math 
class can be referred to the 
center, where they will 
rey iew course material at 
their own pace 

The Writing Center at 
NECC is geared mainly to 
those 
writing. Students enrolled 


students in basic 
in basic writing courses 
are actually required to 
have all work reviewed by 
the tutors in the center. 
“Each student enrolled 


in basic writing write 
between nine and 10 


papers, and we read them 
all at some point,” stated 
coordinator Diane Gori. 
Although the main pri- 
ority of the Writing Center 
is basic writing, all stu- 


David Willis photo 


dents are welcome to go in !n the Math Center, tutor Patricia Diodati, center, helps students Lauren Garrision, right, a business major, and 


for help on any kind of Marie Rowe, far left, with their math work. 


writing assignment. 

“I had one student 
come in to have me look 
over an apology letter to his girl- 
friend,” explained tutor Clare 
Thompson. 


a 


We service more students than any 
other Massachusetts community 


college center. 


—Joseph Scascitelli 


The goal of the Writing 
Center is to help students suc- 
ceed not just in English, but in 
any writing. 

“If it’s in writing, we'll 
look at it,” said Gori. 

The English as a Second 
Language Center, ESL, is 
geared specifically toward 
those who have a native lan- 
guage other than 
Tutors here assist students in 


English. 


reading, writing, listening and 
speaking the English language. 

“We are taught how to teach 
English to people who don’t speak 
English by using certain teaching 
techniques,” said Peggy Fallon, ESL 


If it’s in writing, we'll look 
at it. 


—Diane Gori 


curriculum coordinator, Those stu- 
dents in ESL reading classes are 
required to make weekly visits to the 
former students 
who need additional help are also 


center. However, 


welcome to come in as well. 

The final tutoring center is 
the Reading Center. This is 
geared toward students who are 
enrolled in college and basic 
reading courses. The Reading 
Center strives to teach students 
by supporting their issues and 
problems and always offering 
encouragement and support. 

“We support the students 
that are taking reading courses. 
Our goal is to prepare them to 
be successful in all their courses and 
to be better students,” said coordina- 
tor Mary Roche. 


Professor wins NEH award to study 
hakespeare’s theaters abroad 


Prof. Susan Sanders 
will travel to London 
and Virginia 


By BiLt DONOVAN 


News Editor 

After recently receiving a 
“National Endowment for the 
Humanities” grant, NECC 


English/Performing Arts professor 
Susan Sanders has an exciting sum- 
mer of theater coming up for her. 
With the award, Sanders plans 
on visiting Staunton, Virginia for 
three weeks on July 11, studying 
“Shakespeare’s Play Houses Inside 
and Out,” part of the “Shenendoah 


Valley Shakespeare Festival.” 
The festival 
Shakespeare’s 


is a remake of 

Black Friar 
Theater, where he entertained 
numerous English loyalty and 
aristocrats. Also, she will 
spend time in London for a 
week in August, visiting the 
New Globe Theatre, a recre- 
ation of Shakepeare’s original. 

“I’m very excited. I’ve not 
been separated for five weeks 
from my husband before, so it 
will be weird.” explained 
Sanders 

The “National Endowment 
for the Humanities” grant 
Sanders was given covers airfare 
and other travel expenses. During 
her three-week stay in Staunton; a 
town south of Washington, D.C, 


ee 


The scenes I will be directing 
will feature local student 
actors. 


— Susan Sanders 


Sanders will live in a dormitory at 
Mary Baldwin College. While in 
London in August, she will stay 
near the New Globe Theatre. 

At the festival in Virginia, 


will be 
Shakespeare’s language as well as 
direct scenes from many of his 
plays and write papers. 

“The scenes | will be directing 


Sanders exploring 


will feature local student actors,” 
added Sanders. 

Sanders is also eager to visit 
the New Globe Theater in August. 
She recalled seeing it in the past, 
not being able to go into it. 

“I saw it three or four years ago 
behind a chain-link fence while it 
was still under construction during 
a trip,” stated Sanders. 

The original Globe Theater 
opened in London in 1599, where 
most of Shakespeare’s plays were 
first performed. After burning 
down in 1613, it was later recon- 
structed but was closed down by 
the Puritans in 1642. The New 
Globe Theater was completed in 
1997 and can hold up to 1000 peo- 
ple. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Piano-thon’s second season is this weekend 


Come see a dozen 
talented musicians 
all from the greater 
Merrimack Valley 


On Sunday, Apri! 18 from 2 p.m. 
to Sp.m. in the Library Conference 
Center on the Haverhill campus, the 
Essex Chamber Music Players will 
present Piano-thon II, its second 
Piano-thon as a fundraiser for the 
ensemble. 

The first Piano-thon took place 
March 3, 2003. 

Sunday’s concert will feature a 
dozen-plus talented and accom- 
plished pianists from the greater 
Merrimack Valley, Boston and other 
areas performing classical music, 
jazz, and other styles of music. 
Several pianist-composers will per- 
form their own works. Two works of 
Afro-American women composers of 
the early 1900s, music of Debussy, 
Dvorak, a jazz duo on two pianos and 
a classical duo on one piano are 
included. The performance will be on 
the world class Falcone grand piano 
and another grand piano. 

There will be two intermissions. 
General admission: $10.00. Students 
and senior citizens: $5.00. Families: 
$25.00. Tickets at the door or online 
from MVArts. info. 

The following are the pianists 
and the pieces they will play: 

Duncan J. Cumming and 
Anthony Mowbray: Slavonic Dances 
No. 4 in F major and No. 5 in A 
major op. 46 for two pianists by 


courtesy photo 


John McDonald performs 
‘Several dissenting notes with 
Duncan Cumming. 


Antonin Dvorak; Victoria Griswold: 
Sonata in E minor, 2nd movement by 
Florence Price, and Troubled Waters 
by Margaret Bonds; Dr. Vince 
Guerra: Speak Low, Speak Love by 
Kurt Weil, and 
Sadness, Moments of Hope” by Dr. 
Vince Guerra; Dan ~ Hermes: 
Improvisation Stephan James: 
Nocturne by Steven James; John 
McDonald: Several Dissenting 
Notes, Op. 412, No. 5, Tragic Piano 
Material, Op. 412, No. 6, From Piano 
Album 2004, Op. 412 by John 


“Moments of 


The performance will be on the world 
class Falcone grand piano and another 


grand piano. 


McDonald, and Ergonomic Piano by 
Russ Gershon; William Thomas 
McKinley and Roger Davidson: jazz 
selection for two pianists; Wanda 
Paik: Four Claude 
Debussy- La Soiree Dans Grenade, 


pieces by 


Les Collines d’Anacapri, Les Sons 
et Les Parfums Tournent dans L’ Air 
du Soir, Prelude from Pour Le Piano 
Suite. 

Carmen Rodriguez-Peralta: Ballo 
risoluto from Piano Sonata by Larry 
Bell, Plainte by Teresa Carreno; 
Marc Rossi: two original Latin-mod- 
ern jazz compositions. 

Duncan Cumming, Haverhill, 
MA, is on the faculty at Phillips 
Academy Andover, performs interna- 
tionally and with the Cecilia 
Trio.Roger Davidson, Katonah, NY, 
is an eclectic and prolific pianist, 
composer, and arranger whose expe- 
rience spans the classical, jazz and 
international music worlds. 

Victoria Griswold, Plainfield, 
N.J., has concertized in Europe and 
Brazil, recorded for MMC records 
with major symphony orchestras. Dr. 
Vincent Guerra, Topsfield, MA, is a 
retired physician from Topsfield 
who is following a musical avoca- 
tion. He has been studying with com- 
poser/artist William Thomas 
McKinley, has written several pieces, 


: courtesy photo 


Duncan Cumming performs 
internationally. 


and plays keyboard with two fifteen- 
piece swing bands” Dan Hermes, 
featured recently on NPR, bridges 
the gap between classical 
And contemporary 


music with 


his group the Hermes Orchestra. 

Stephan James, Natick, MA, 
composer and pianist is a founding 
member of the Just In Time 
Composers and Players in the 
Greater Nationally 
known ensembles, and soloists have 
performed his music. William 
Thomas Mckinley, Reading, MA, an 
international composer whose music 
is performed and recorded by the 
major symphonies, is a widely recog- 
nized jazz pianist, and the CEO of 
MM¢ Recordings.Anthony 
Mowbray of Bedford, NH, a very tal- 
ented graduate of NECC, teaches at 
Londonderry Piano in Salem, N.H. 
and studies with Mr. 

Cumming. Wanda Paik, Lincoln, 


Boston area. 


Ma, teaches piano at Regis College 
in Weston, MA. She has appeared as 
soloist with the Boston Pops, Boston 
Classical Orchestra, Boston Civic 
Symphony and _— others.Carmen 
Rodriguez-Peralta, Arlington, MA, a 
graduate of Juilliard School of 
Music, New York, who has _per- 
formed throughout the United States 
and Peru. She is a Professor of Music 
at Middlesex Community College, 

Bedford, MA  campus.Mare 
Rossi, Somerville, MA, an Associate 
Professor at the Berklee College of 
Music, is an internationally known 
composer and jazz pianist, and a 
graduate of New England 
Conservatory. 


Local music venues to check out this summer 


This summer plans to 
be filled with a great 
line up of music in 
the area 


By Eric DIONNE 
Contributing Reporter 


As this semester comes to a 
close, I’m sure many of you will be 
wondering what to do with your- 
selves this summer. So here is a little 
break down of some shows that will 
be coming this summer. 

This summer has to be one of the 
most anticipated as far as a musical 
stand-point. It seems every band is 
going on tour this summer and there 
is going to be so many good shows. 

I really have no idea where to 
start, but here are some shows to 
really think about. 

For the local scene, there are 
many places to check out a show and 
keep your wallet from burning a hole 
in it. 

One of my favorite places to 
check out a show is the Hampton 
Beach Casino. Every year they come 
up with a better line up, and this year 
is just going with this trend. It is a 
fairly small place, but has great 
sound and has that intimate feeling 


www.dropkickmurphys.com 


The Dropkick Murphys will perform at the Hampton Beach Casino 


Ballroom this summer. 


with the band. 

The opening, show is going to be 
Sevendust with Cold, Apartment 26 
and Atomship, which is on Saturday, 
April 10. 

That show will be followed by 
Story of the Year. This is an all ages 
show and they will be playing along 
with Hazen Street, Letter Kills and 
Adair: This show is on Sunday, April 
18. : 

Some other great acts which will 
be appearing at the Casino are 
Dropkick Murphys, B.B. King, Blue 
Oyster Cult with UFO, Jewel, The B- 
52’s, the Beach Boys and for all you 
country lovers, Travis Tritt. All of 


these shows can be found on 
www.casinoballroom.com 

Another great place is Club 125 
in Bradford every Friday night from 
9 p.m. to 12. JR from Rock 101 hosts 
it and always has good acts there like 
Cherry S/T, Rubicon, SED, I, Purge 
DI, DCM. 

The Middle East in Cambridge is 
always a great place for local stuff. 
The best thing to check out there will 
be WBCN’s 26th annual “Rock N 
Roll Rumble,” which starts on May 2 
to May 8 every night. The finals are 
on May 20. These shows are either 
upstairs or downstairs. The “Rock N 
Roll Rumble” is a great opportunity 


to check out the next big bands from 
the Boston area. 

The Rockpile is the new place 
getting some good local acts and on 
Friday nights with WAAF. The 
Rockpile is part of the Palace in 
Saugus and cover charge is only $8 
for guys 21 plus and $12 for under. 
Girls get in for $3 no matter what 
age. 

For national concerts, you can 
never count out Ozzfest. This year is 
line up, which 
includes on the main stage, Ozzy, 


oe Se me 


This summer has to 
be one of the most 
anticipated as far, 
from a_ musical 
standpoint. 


an unbelievable 


Judas Priest, Slayer, Dimmu Borgir, 
Black Label Society and Superjoint 
Ritual. On the second stage you can 
see Slipknot, Hatebreed, Lamb of 
God, Rotating, Atreyu, Bleeding 
Through, Lucuna Coil, Every Time | 
Die, Unearth, Godforbid, Otep and 


www.rollingstone.com 


You can’t forget about Ozzfest! 


Devil Driver. The show will be on 
July 12, 2004 and will be held at the 
Tweeter Center. The show starts 
around 9 a.m. 

Another great show is going to 
be the Projekt Revolution Tour which 
is going to be headlined by Linkin 
Park. The rest of the line up will con- 
sist of Korn, Snoop Dogg and The 
Used. The Project Revolution Tour 
will be on July 29, 2004 and is also 
the Tweeter Center. 

Hopefully, this will make your 
decision making a little easier for this 
summer and I hope to see some of 
you at these shows. 
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1) All the President’s Men 

As a journalist, it just inspires 
me to write an amazing story. 
2) Celtic Pride 

Pure fun. 

3) Rocky III 

This one was the best for action. 
4) Rambo: First Blood Part II 
The best action movie ever. 

5) Major League 

Baseball is life. 


1) The Goonies | like the 
humor and adventure involved 
2) Pirate of the Carribean 

It made me want to be a pirate. 
3) We Were Soldiers 

A lot of great war action and it’s 
historically accurate. 

4) Fletch 

I love this eighties movie. 

5) Dumb and Dumber 

It’s just one laugh after another. 
I have got the whole movie 
memorized. 


1) Return to Paradise 

This film has a death scene that 
will make anyone cry and always 
remember. 

2) 1T 

Scary besides the tarantula at the 
end! 

3) Mona Lisa Smile 

This movie makes you realize a 
lot. 

4) White Oleander 

You will succumb to this great 
story. 

5) Dirty Work 

A comedy a lot of people don’t 
know about 


KELLY FITZGERALD 


1) Clerks 

A real life look at two store clerks. 
2) Brokedown Palace 

Two best friends sentenced to a life 
in prison 

3) Donnie Darko 

A psycological thriller about a 
teenage spy 

4) Almost Famous 

A comedy drama about a young kid 
who gets a job at Rolling Stone 
Magazine 

5) Ghost World 


GSA folk concert is 
set for Friday night 


The Gay Straight Alliance of 


Northern Essex Community College 
is sponsoring a folk concert by Karen 
Grenier of Nashua, N.H. on Friday, 
April 16, in Lecture Hall A of the 
Spurk Building on the Haverhill 
campus. 

Admission is $1 for 
members of all Gay Straight 
Alliance chapters. General 
admission is $2. The concert 
will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Part of the New England 
musical landscape, Grenier’s 
soulful penetrating voice and 
driving guitar combine to 
capture the attention of her 
audience. Whether she is ‘7/5 
playing a cover tune or an 
original song, Grenier is pure 
talent. 

Her original folk songs 
describe her own experi- 
ences with life and love. The 
cover tunes she performs 
include artists such as Alanis 
Morrisette, Jewel, Bonnie 
Raitt, Melissa Etheridge, The 
Eagles, Stevie Nicks, Sheryl 
Crow and Dave Matthews. 

To date, she has complet- 
ed two cds “Capacity” and 
“Bring on the 


Karen Grenier will perform in Spurk’s 
Sun.” For more informa- Lecture Hall A this Friday night. 


A sarcastic film. 


tion contact Jocelyn Smith, president 
of NECC’s GSA at 978-869-8794 or 
blondedevil | 9832003@yahoo.com 
or Dayv Irvine, vice president at 978- 
886-2033 or 
darkfirenight@yahoo.com. 


1) Lord of the Rings: 

The Fellowship of the Ring 
Great story, action, fantasy and 
suspense all rolled into one. 

2) Star Wars: The Empire Strikes 
Back 

This film is so dark and awesome. 
3) Braveheart 

One of Mel Gibson’s best films. 
4) 28 Days Later 

It’s scary because it could really 
happen. This film takes place in an 
apocalyptic London setting. 

5) Wayne’s World 

It pokes fun at Rock n’ Roll and 


offers random moments of aburdity. 


One of the funniest comedies ever. 


[JASON JOAQUIN 


1) Star Wars: The Empire Strikes 
Back 

“It ends on such a downer.” —Clerks 
2) Ocean’s Eleven 

Great cast, great story...and the bad 
guys are the good guys. 

3) Snatch 

Boxing, diamonds and organized 
crime. 

4) Spaceballs 

Spoof comedy at it’s best. 

5) Office Space 

Everything you wish you can do, 
Peter does. 


1)The Green Mile 

Thought provoking, 
compassionate. 

2) Forest Gump 

Sensitive and funny. 

3) A League of Their Own 

It shows he history of women in 
baseball. 

4) Schindler’s List 

About a man who tried to prevent 
death in WWII. 

5) Gone with the Wind 

An amazing and romantic film. 


1)The Great White Hype 
Funniest movie ever 

2)Office Space; I’m gonna have to 
ask you to come in 
Saturday...and...Sunday 

3) Major League; Best baseball 
movie ever 

4)Confessions of a Dangerous 
Mind 

Excellence. 

5)The Beatles: A Hard Day’s 
Night 

A Wonderful music movie. 


Northern Essex Community College 
Presents 


"A Spring Concert" 


NECC CHORUS and PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE 
Directed by Michael Finegold, and Sabrina Quintana 
Alisa Bucchiere, pianist, Sean Gaff, choreographer 


Saturday Night, April 24, 2004 at 7:30 
Sunday Afternoon, April 25, 2004 at 2:00 PM 


The Harold Bentley Library Conference Center, Haverhill Campus 


A Program of Madrigals, Vocal Jazz, Broadway, Rock, Blues and Pop: 
Since First | Saw Your Face by T. Fordll Est Bel Et Bon by Passereaul Bianco e Dolce 


Cigno by Arcadeltl Want You (She So Heavy) by the BeatlesPeaches En Regalia by Frank 
ZappaWatermelon Man by FourplayJava Jive by OaklandDon’t Know Why by HarrisRoute 
66 by TroupWhipping Post by the Allman BrothersAnd All That Jazz (from the Broadway 
musical “Chicago”) by KanderShine On You Crazy Diamond (Part 1) by Pink FloydEyes of 
The World by the Grateful Deadif | Could | Would by PhishBig Empty by Stone Temple 

PilotsOleo by Sonny Rollins 


Tickets available at the door and online at MVArts. info. 


Adults $8.00 Students $5.00 
Senior Citizens $5.00 Children to age 12 $3.00 
Refreshments available 


Members of the Student Activity Music & Choral Club, participate and help 
coordinate the NECC Chorus and Performance Ensemble concerts. 
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‘Walking Tall walks tall m theaters 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Columnist 


The story of Tennessee sheriff 
Buford R. Pusser is a part of 
American folklore, the no-nonsense 
sheriff who by himself runs 
roughshod over a county by bashing 
up illegal Moonshine operations and 
breaking up gangs with his trusty 
2X4. 

Due to the rising popularity of 
Sheriff Pusser, a Hollywood movie 
(with numerous sequels) were made 
in the early 1970’s, starring Ron 
Svenson. the “Walking Tall” trilogy 
was a huge success in the days of 
“exploitation” genre and set the stan- 
dard for beat ‘em up action films. 

However, the trend nowadays is 
“everything old is new again”, and in 
keeping with that trend, it’s time for 
the story of Buford Pusser to be 
renewed, however not really. Chris 
Vaughn (played by Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson) is a war hero (like 
Pusser, who was in Korea, the fic- 
tional Vaughn was a hero in Iraq) 
who comes home to Washington 
state years later to find the town he 
left is not exactly the town he has 
come to find. 

Instead of the nice lumber mill 
which helped the financial situations 
of the town, it has been replaced by a 
casino. Now think about this, would- 
n’t a casino bring more money intoa 


city than a lumber mill to begin with? 
But this is not any casino, it’s a dirty 
casino in which the security guards 
run a crystal-meth business on the 
side. 

This is seemingly no problem to 
Vaughn until his nephew is sent to 
the hospital after overdosing on the 


—;- 


The Rock m a natural 


environment is easily 
one of the most 
entertaining men 


alive. 


Meth, and because of which, Vaughn 
decides to take matters into his own 
hands. Much like Pusser in the true 
life story and in the movie both past 
and present, Vaughn takes control of 
the Sheriff's office (with no experi- 
ence in law enforcement mind you) 
with the help of his friend Ray 
(played by Johnny Knoxville) who’s 
experience in law enforcement is 
watching “Cops” on the TV. 

From here, we get to the meat of 
the film, which we find out Jay 


Hamilton Jr. (the old high school 
rival of Chris and the owner of the 
casino) actually has full knowledge 
of what’s going on and really does 
not know Chris is in the role of sher- 
iff. 

However, despite threats against 
him and the people he holds most, 
Chris does not back down, and with 
his 2X4 in hand, goes on a one man 
cleanup of the town and in the 
process busts heads like you have not 
seen in quite some time. There is a 
couple of problems with this film, the 
first is the length of the film itself, 
which at 74 minutes, if a TV studio 
made some liberal cuts, could proba- 
bly fit in within an hour time space, 
which helps TV ratings, but hurts box 
office intake because of the length. 

Acting wise, “The Rock” does 
what he does best, which is no holds 
barred action, he’s no Hulk Hogan 
Pll tell you that much, however in 
“Walking Tall” he is not really given 
the liberal use of his best talent, 
which is his natural humor ability. 
The Rock in a natural environment is 
easily one of the most entertaining 
men alive, ask any pro wrestling fan. 
However it’s no secret “The Rock” is 
the next Arnold, and in “Walking 
Tall” he is given his first chance to 
show that, and it works. 

Johnny Knoxville is like “The 
Rock” really in his breakout role 
here, as “Walking Tall” is really 
going to make their careers. 

Knoxville is really just in this 


film as “comic relief’, and trust me 
his portrayal of Ray, who is a typical 
fun-loving carefree “backwoods” 
type of guy is right on the mark, 
Knoxville may have very well found 
his niche as a “buddy comedy” type 
of guy, a far world away from 
“Jackass.” 

As a whole, this incarnation of 
“Walking Tall” in no way stands up 
to the original “Walking Tall.” To 


Courtesy MGM Studios 


even compare the two films is just 
not fair in any way, because the orig- 
inal “Walking Tall” is a cult favorite 
of all time. However if you have 75 
minutes to spare and really want to 
get your weekend off to the right 
start, then it’s time for you to “Stand 
Up, Fight Back and WalkTall”...right 
to the movie theatres to see “Walking 
Tall.” 


Battle of the Bands in cafeteria this Friday, April 16th 
Ba SS Say Sg eee 


This will be the best damn show 
Northern Essex has ever had! 


By LisA COPPOLA 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The cafeteria at Northern Essex 
will be the host to a battle of the 
bands on April 16. This event is 
. being put on by the music club here 
at NECC. The show will consist of at 
least five bands, all involving stu- 


dents here at the school. The bands 
will be presenting a variety of hard- 
core music, metal and classic rock, 
featuring groups such as Harvester 
and Indignation. Indignation has Jeff 
O’Brien, a NECC student playing 
bass. The cost is only five dollars, 
which seems exceptionally reason- 
able seeing as how the show lasts 
from seven to ten o clock at night. 
Patrick Kerrigan, member of the 


-Patrick Kerrigan 


Kindred Spirits showcases staffs talents 


Faculty and staff will 
show off their talents 
at April 30 event 


By JOSHUA BROWN 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s not only the art teachers who 
know art,and it’s not only the music 
teachers who know music. On April 
30 you have the chance to see 
NECC’s very own faculty and staff 
talent show “Kindred Spirits,” spon- 
cered by the staff development com- 
mitee and the Liberal Arts revitaliza- 
tion commitee. 

Kindred Spirits celebrates the 
artistic talents of Northern Essex fac- 
ulty and staff. The event will feature 
an abundance of fine arts and perfor- 
mances. 

“This is an excellent opportunity 
to celebrate the art made by the staff 
and faculty here at Northern Essex,” 
said Judith Kamber of the NECC 
staff development department. 


“Kindred Spirits” will begin at 
1:30 p.m. with a fine arts exhibit, 
where people will be able to walk 
around and admire various artworks 
on display. 

“The exhibit will have faculty 
and staff art work on display. Some 
of the work that will be displayed 
will be quilts, photography, sculp- 
tures and paintings. The perfor- 
mances will include things like 
music, dance and poetry,” said 
Kamber. 

The performance portion of the 
event will begin at 2 p.m. and will 
run to 3:30 p.m. 

“| have been tap dancing for 
about 15 years and | will be perform- 
ing a dance | learned in my tap danc- 
ing class with Linda Boyle who was 
in the class with me. I performed last 
year at Kindred Spirits and enjoyed it 
a lot,” said Chris Rowse of the 
NECC respiratory thearpy care 
department. 

“Kindred Spirits” will be held in 
the Bentley Library on the Haverhill 
campus. There is no admission and 
the event is open to everyone who 
would like to go. 


Performing Artists Include: 
Poetry Readings by: Carol 
Barron, Melina Draper, Joanna 


Fortna 


Cello & Piano Performance by: 
Priscilla Bellairs 


Tap Dance Performance by: Chris 
Rowse & Partner Linda Boyle 


Musical Entertainment by: Al 
Foucault and Joe Rizzo 

Fine Arts Displays 

(Exhibit opens at 1:30 p.m.) 


Painting Exhibit by: Jerre Oates 


Photograph Displays by: Ginger 
Hurajt, Ken Witham 


Quilting Display by: Nancy 


Moran 


Painting & Sculpture by: Judith 
Kamber 


Painting Exhibit by: Jerre Oates 
Photograph Displays by: Ginger 
Hurajt, Ken Witham 
Quilting Display by: Nancy 
Moran 


Painting & Sculpture by: Judith 
Kamber 


Poetry Readings by: Carol 
Barron, Melina Draper, Joanna 
Fortna 


Cello & Piano Performance by: 
Priscilla Bellairs 


Tap Dance Performance by: Chris 
Rowse & Partner Linda Boyle 
Musical Entertainment by: Al 
Foucault and Joe Rizzo 


music club here at NECC says. “This 
will be the best damn show Northern 
Essex has ever had!” 

A big crowd is expected to attend 
the show and Kerrigan says the show 
is sure to “help bring the students 
together, this school has the intention 
to be a great school, but is just too lit- 
tle-funded.” All of the proceeds from 
the show will go back to the music 
club. 


wd 


~~ 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 


KRT 


“Excuse me, Ms. Migley ... 
couid you get me tech support?” 


. This obviously 
iS a weapon of mass destruction.” 


GaoeNnG 


DON'T YOU THINK THEE E'S 
Too MUCK GRATUITOUS 
Nvuoity IN-Topay’s 
PoPuULaR CuctuRe 2 


Der ISVD MY bE HOT GawriOrnS SyENeess FTG HOOT Tem 


WHY Do You THINK I 
ALWAYS WEAR THIS 
TASTEFUL FEZ? 


Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Whole lot of 

5 Impel 

9 Two quartets 
combined 

14 Peru's capital 

15 Up toit 

16 Multitude 

17 ET craft 

18 Irritate 


o 


FL ly 
BEEEE EEE SEER 


| 


el 
ad 
ey 
ual 
| 
A 
a 
al 
rights 


> 


interpretation 

45 More ominous 5 Eden, e.g. 

46 Want-ad letters 6 Sapporo sash 

7 Mixture of 

metals 

8 Profound 

9 Exclamations ot 
surprise 

10 Title for 
Dracula 

11 Ciub officer 

12 Water whirl 


58 Litigate 
13 PGA props 
Powers 


60 Terronze 

61 Jeweler's lens 

63 Tidal situation 

65 Region 

66 Some nobies 26 Long-eared 

67 Inactive hopper 

68 Rend 28 Precede 

30 Pouring aid 

32 Hawaiian goose 

33 Hebrew month 

34 TLC part 
DOWN 35 Fencer's foi! agcy. 

1 Huried 49 Deadener 

2 Prisoner forever 51 Rome or pippin 

3 Ham it up 52 Nourishes 

4 Desolate 53 Less common 
location 54 Wet expanse 


69 Beginning 

70 Russian ruler 
71 Sea eagles 
44 Pravda's news 
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College scholarship 
club trimuphs in 
their third year of 


clothing sales 
By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 
Many stu- 
dents here at 
Northern Essex 
j are unaware of a 
great service 


available to them. 
Conveniently 
located in the C- 
building foyer is 
the Women of NECC Clothes Closet. 

Almost the entire lobby is filled 
with a wide variety of quality sec- 
ond-hand clothing at incredible 
prices. Unfortunately for the male 
students, the Clothes Closet caters 
mainly to women. 

Anne Lampron and Alison Cody 
run the store on almost a monthly 
basis. 

“We really have been doing this 
for some time,” said Cody. 

She and Lampron have been 
working at the Haverhill campus for 
the past two years, not to mention 
one year in Lawrence prior to that. 

The selection the Women of 
NECC provide is excellent. Anything 
from blouses and slacks to full on 
suits are available on a regular basis. 

Now you're not going to find a 
brand new Dolce & Gabbana top 
with matching shoes by Nine West, 


April 14, 2004 


Several styles of womens clothing are available. 


but many mainstream name brands 
can be dug up if you look hard 
enough. The best part of the clothes 
though are the prices. The most 
expensive item on the rack won't 
cost more than $10. Blouses go for 
a buck and dresses and sweaters 
average about $4 apiece. 

The Clothes Closet does more 
than simply provide quality clothes 
at a fair cost. All proceeds from the 


shop go directly 


into funding 
scholarships and 
other forms of 


educational assis- 
tance for NECC 
students. So by 
picking up an out- 
fit, you will be 
contributing to 
the future of 
Northern Essex 
students for years 
to come. 

All of the 
clothing is col- 
lected through 
local donations 
made by stu- 
dents, faculty 
and of course, 
the Women of 
NECC. This 
gives the store 
the ability to 
keep prices low 
and still maintain 
a hundred per- 
cent profit. 

So if you 
need some new 
clothes and you 
don’t have a lot 
of cash, check out 
the Women of NECC Clothes 
Closet. You will be doing a good 
deed at a great price. The next 
appearance made by the Clothes 
Closet will be on May 3. 


Dustin Gray photo 


——————————— — 


There’s a little bit of everything. 


—Anne Lampron 


Dustin Gray photo 


Here’s Alison Cody and Anne Lampron running the Clothes Closet. 


Trenchcoats making a splash this spring 


(KRT) 

ST. LOUIS The trench coat may 
have had military beginnings, but 
this season's selection is coolly 
relaxed, perky and totally at ease. 

The quintessential waist cincher 
and figure flatterer, the trench coat 
with its bold construction and dis- 
tinctive detailing (wide buttons, belt 
and lapels) remains ~a_ classic 
wardrobe staple. 

It offers credibility to profession- 
als and lends a degree of intrigue to 
characters on the big screen. Plus, 
where would we be without this 
cover-up that moves us between 
breezy, winter nights and spring's 
shower-filled days? 

But don't expect to toss this piece 
aside. This season, the trench coat 
refuses to sit back and be prim and 
proper. It'll play a key role in many 
springtime ensembles and, in some 
cases, it may upstage them. 

"The trench has taken on a new 
spirit and attitude. Now, it can be 
worn for more than special occa- 
sions, not just in inclement weather. 
They really have become essentials 
in every woman's wardrobe," says 
Doreen Salerno, brand director of 
Adrienne Vittadini. "Women want to 
be more pulled-together and dressed 
well all season. And it's a great mid- 
season coat." 

Adrienne Vittadini's — trench, 
offered in a blood red orange and 
also a darker bark hue, incorporates 
snaps and zipper features into its 
design. A little less tailored than 


many other seasonal coats, Salerno 
says the company's unbelted, water- 
repellent driving coat, with its sassy 
metropolitan length, is "great for get- 
ting out of cars and walking every- 
where very comfortably." 

Of course, designers helped to 
propagate such a revival, including 
the likes of Michael 
Kors, Mare Jacobs and a 
whole slew of European 
designers who reinter- | 
preted the classic in fab- © 
rics ranging from sturdy 
cotton to sultry silk (the © 
British design house of — > ~ 
Burberry probably 
deserves props for its 
original, strong classic 
design). 

"About a year 
ago, the trench began to 
appear in all the runways 
both in New York and 
Europe. It achieved real 
momentum when color 
was added _ and explod- 
ed this season with bright 


color," observes LaVelle Here’s some of the new trenchcoat fashions for spring. 


Olexa, senior vice presi- 
dent of fashion merchan- 
dising for Lord & Taylor. 

Olexa speaks of a color spectrum 
that ranges from the typical beige and 
black to a season filled with eye-pop- 
ping shades of yellow, blue, pink, 
green and orange, just to name a few. 
Such colors are stamped on full 
length and jacket styles of trench 
coats and even some blouses this sea- 


son. And as colorful as the outsides 
are, many manufacturers paid just as 
much attention to linings that often 
show off beautiful striped or floral 
prints. And while most of the sea- 
son's trenches have button-down 
fronts, some retailers have incorpo- 
rated prominent zippers and snaps 


into the detail work. 

Belted or not, zipped or buttoned, 
Olexa says, the trench coat can be 
worn by practically every woman. 
"Fashionable women will wear them 
with everything for every occasion _ 
day and night. Professional women 
can wear it in place of a jacket, and 


trench silhouettes and details also 
appear in shorter jacket versions and 
shirts," she says, adding, "Young 
women will wear them with jeans or 
to go out in the evening. It can even 
be worn in the rain." 

For the most part, modern trench 
coats are most likely to incorporate a 
bit of water-resistant 
technology, meaning 
that they can withstand 
a small shower or driz- 
zle without getting too 
wet. A few brands may 
be water-repellent 
(they can withstand a 
bit more water, say a 
light rain, before total- 
ly becoming soaked) 
and a more 
even be waterproof 
(you can walk, run and 
sing in the rain without 
a problem). 

Prices for trench 
coats this season are all 
over the board. You 
can snag a _ Louis 
Vuitton ostrich skin 
trench for $12,600 or 
find a pretty reasonable 
one at the Gap for a 
fraction of that. 

"Trench coats have transcended 
their former purpose as simply a top- 
per for rainy days. Now, they are 
being worn as specialty pieces that 
complement a look and can be left on 
while indoors," says Alessandra 
Brunialti, vice president of women's 


few may 


krt photo 


design for Banana Republic, which 
stocks a surprisingly bright selection 
of trench coats this season. "We are 
seeing our customers pair trench 
coats with capris and blouses in this 
season's bright colors.” 

Is the regular, age-old 
beige and black trench fading out of 
fashion? No, or at least not yet (cer- 
tainly no signs of it disappearing in 
male wardrobes). 

"After years of basic dress- 
ing and a monochromatic wardrobe 
based around black and neutral col- 
ors, we are seeing the inevitable 
swing of the fashion pendulum 
toward color," Brunialti adds. "After 
many years of women relying on 
black or beige as wardrobe staple, 
our customers are embracing this 
change." 

But not everyone can stock 
her closet with a rainbow of the sea- 
son's festive trench finds. So how do 
we choose? Wisely, Brunialti says. 
"Color is a personal choice and we 
find that every customer has a differ- 
ent color preference. It is important 
to consider skin tone and hair color 
when selecting a trench to find the 
most flattering look," she says. "We 
expect the color trend to continue to 
progress in Spring 2005. Therefore, 
customers should not be shy about 
incorporating a bright trench into a 
spring wardrobe." 
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Sex and fitness. .. kill two birds with one stone 


Heres an exciting 
new way to get in 
shape just before the 
summer season 


By DustTIN GRAy 
Style Editor 


With summer steadily approach- 
ing closer every day, the pressure to 
get in shape is certainly on. With so 
many methods of working out avail- 
able, sometimes it can be hard to 
choose the technique that fits each 
individual best. Yet, there is one way 
of getting fit most people don’t take 
into consideration. Sex not only pro- 
vides a sense of euphoria unmatched 
by any other activity, but also serves 
as a fantastic cardiovascular work- 
out. 

Though it may seem a bit 
unorthodox, the act of sex in itself 
does exert heaps of energy and, as 
we all know, feels great as well. 
Sexercise, as it is commonly referred 
to, is a clinically proven method to 
shed those extra winter pounds. A 
half-hour of sex can burn up to 250 
calories, according to a recent study 
made by the folks at the Health 
Status website. Just so that figure 
makes sense, consider this, an hour 
of sleep burns 55 calories, where an 
hour of running burns 800. 

Basically, if a couple was to 
have sex for one hour every day, they 
could expect to lose as much as a 
pound every two weeks. 


That’s pretty impressive, consid- 
ering the fact most couples are pretty 
close to that level of consistency in 
their sex life if not surpassing it. 
Many people have a hard time hitting 
the gym on a regular basis due to a 
lack of motivation. But if going to 
the gym was as enjoyable as sex, I’m 
positive more people would work 
out. As a matter of fact, if sex became 
a socially acceptable form of exer- 
cise, national 
more than likely skyrocket. It’s the 
path to a more fit nation. 


fitness rates would 


The only struggle most couples 
may have with this idea is the notion 
sex is performed for enjoyment and 
bringing lovers’ closer together, not 
as a weight loss program. Most peo- 
ple don’t want to be preoccupied 
with counting calories on a regular 
daily basis, let alone during inter- 
Some taking that 


course. feel 


approach to sex would ruin the expe- 
rience. But that’s just the thing, no 


one has to think about it. Have sex 
for pleasure as you normally would, 
but in the back of your mind you can 
take comfort in the idea your’re get- 
ting in shape at the same time. 

Sex is also a very safe form of 
As opposed to many other 
practices running or 
weightlifting, sex provides a virtual- 
ly impact-free way of working out. 
Also, consider utilizing 
almost every muscle “in your body. 
Not many fitness machines out there 
offer that of strain without 
stressing the joints. 

A regular exercise program can 
produce excellent results in a cou- 
ple’s love life as well. A study at 
Harvard School of Public Health has 
shown working out for an hour daily 
decreases the possibility of erectile 
dysfunction by as much as 50 per- 
cent. In addition, a regular cardiovas- 
cular workout such as running or 
swimming greatly increases physical 
endurance and energy levels 
in adults. Just in case you 
didn’t know fellas, these are 
required attributes to being a 
good lover. So getting a 
good workout is not only 
beneficial to yourself, but 
also to your partner. 

So do yourself and your 
mate a favor and instead of 
going to the gym separately, 
workout together. You'll be 
glad you did. 


exercise 


such as 
you're 


level 


Horoscopes 


krt 


Regular exercise will not only give you a nice shapely body like 
this one, but can also improve your sex life. 


(KRT) 
April 12-18, 2004 
Aries (March 21-April 
20). Over the next few days, 
friends and lovers may react 
strongly to new opinions or 


social changes. Group expectations 
and romantic passions are high 


before midweek. Take extra time to 
explain last-minute cancellations and 
long-term intentions. Tuesday 
through Friday, business restrictions 
will, be temporarily lifted. Pay spe- 
cial attention to minor financial 
details or revised payment schedules. 
Late Sunday, contact a distant or for- 
gotten friend. Your emotional sup- 
port is needed. 
Taurus (April 21-May 
e) 20). Financial facts, per- 
missions or paperwork are 
vital to the success of busi- 
ness ventures. Before Thursday, 
carefully research new ideas and 
check sources for misinformation. At 
present, workplace partnerships and 
complex projects will benefit from 
cautious planning and a relentless 
commitment to small details. Friday 
through Sunday, loved ones may ask 
for added private time. 
Contemplation and rest will have a 
strong appeal. Enjoy quiet, cozy 
moments in the home. 
Gemini (May 21-June 
II 21). Before midweek, new 
romantic proposals are pas- 
sionate but unreliable. 
Enjoy compliments from potential 
lovers but wait for valid promises, 
public displays of affection or firm 
commitments. Love affairs and sen- 
suality will be ongoing distractions. 


Remain determined and respond 
quickly to sudden reversals. 
Thursday through Saturday, financial 
delays are unavoidable. Clarify 
expectations and finalize all legal 
definitions. Authority figures may be 
moody or unresponsive. 


Cancer (June 22-July 

22). Love relationships will 

Co challenge your need for pri- 
vacy. Someone close may wish to 
bring greater spontaneity into his or 
her lives. Creativity, romantic 
expression and group behavior may 
be key issues. Welcome all social 
changes. Before June, emotional 
progress will be fast and rewarding. 
Wednesday through Saturday, older 
relatives may be unusually con- 
frontational. Take none of it person- 
ally. At present, deep feelings of loss 
or doubt may require special atten- 


tion. 
JS2 unnecessary over the next 
few days. Although loved 
ones may press for quick home revi- 
sions; this is not the right time for 
newly established routines or heated 
group. discussions. Encourage 
patience and opt for light social 
encounters. Close relatives will soon 
follow your example. Thursday 
through Saturday, business officials 
may offer misinformation or vague 
instructions. If so, remain silent but 
expect complex workplace changes 


before mid-June. 
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 
II) repeated emotional patterns 
are sources of private ten- 


Social habits and 
sion. Group activities may provide 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Family decisions are 


22). 


the needed relief. Plan outdoor 
events or explore new forms of 
entertainment. Over the next few 
days, loved ones will adopt renewed 
optimism and challenge unproduc- 
tive behaviors. Go slow and wait for 
obvious signals. After Friday, vitality 
returns. Expect minor ailments of the 
lower abdomen, stomach or diges- 
tion to steadily fade. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 
Q) 23). Listen closely to the 
&* social needs and family 
expectations of loved ones. 
Over the next eight days, a long-term 
friend or relative may require added 
group support. Areas affected 
involve addictive behaviors, compli- 
cated relationships or unusual power 
struggles between friends. Stay 
focused and offer sincere opinions. 
Your guidance may prove invalu- 
able. After Thursday, ask key offi- 
cials for special permissions. Added 
skills, education and job promotions 
will soon be top priorities. 
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 
Nl, 22). Romantic partners 
may demand increased 
access to private family 
decisions. Community involvement 
and group awareness are key con- 
cerns for loved ones. Encourage a 
fresh perspective. Important rela- 
tionships will eventually require dra- 
matic emotional growth and serious 


choices. Wednesday through 
Saturday also highlight new commu- 
nications between colleagues. 


Revised job roles may create minor 
tensions. Remain attentive to group 
politics. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21). 
Younger relatives may be tempera- 


mental or quick to anger. 
Don't be derailed. Over the 
next few days, close friends 


and family members will 
need extra time to explore a fresh 
social perspective or new family 
behaviors. Provide optimism and 
reassurance. Calm home relations 
will soon be re-established. After 
Thursday, a minor flirtation may 
quickly become passionate. Avoid 
social triangles, if possible, and 
respond honestly to unusual group 
announcements. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 
Friendly or innocent flirtations deep- 
en. Over the next eight 
days, expect rare complica- 
tions between business 
partners or long-term 
friends. Although new attractions are 
rewarding, minor delays concerning 
dates, times or romantic promises 
may still be bothersome. Wait for an 
obvious display of public affection 
before taking emotional risks. Your 
patience will prove worthwhile. Late 
Saturday, home relations may be 
strained. Go slow and ask subtle 
questions. 
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Someone close may reveal a power- 
ful need for social or 
AN romantic change. Before 
WD midweek, boredom, emo- 
tional withdrawal and 
long-term doubt may need to be pub- 
licly addressed. Loved ones need 
your continuing support. Offer con- 
structive ideas and watch for steady 
changes. Wednesday through 
Saturday, romantic attraction is diffi- 
cult to resist. Vivid dreams, sudden 
invitations or passionate overtures 


are accented. Trust your first impres- 
sions. 
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20), 
Important business decisions are best 
avoided over the next eight 
days. Authority figures may 
feel briefly threatened by 
public announcements, 
probing questions or changing rou 
tines. Remain cautious, but respond 
quickly to valid opportunities for 
candid discussions. Your suggestions 
and needs will eventually be taken 
seriously. Thursday through Sunday, 
romantic and social planning may be 
difficult. Expect lover or long-term 
friends to avoid new commitments. 
If your birthday is this week ... 
Almost 14 months of slow business 
progress and social indifference is 
now ending. Over the next three to 
four weeks, friends, relatives and 
close colleagues may ask to partici- 
pate more fully in your personal life, 
Welcome all such changes and 
expect expanding social involvement 
over the next eight months. Some 
Aries natives, especially those born 
prior to 1978, will also encounter a 
remarkable romantic attraction 
before the end of July. If so, expect 
marital proposals or new lifestyle 
decisions to arrive throughout the 
summer months. Emotional, roman- 
tic and spiritual progress is no longer 
blocked. Make sure loved ones 
understand your decisions and 
appreciate your unique talents. 
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Knights hitting and 
defense starting to 
come around 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


) 


Since returning from Florida, the 
NECC Knights are 3-0 in their divi- 
‘sion while going 3-2 in the region as 
of games played before April 12. 
The team is coming off a pair of big 
wins against Manchester last Friday . 
Assistant Coach Ray MacDonald felt 


shut out. He also provided all the 
offense with a two run homerun to 
give the Knights a 2-0 win. 

It took awhile for the teams hit- 
ting and defense to come along. 
MacDonald noted they had a problem 
with leaving men on base early on. 
They have begun to improve lately. 
Against Manchester, only two went 
down on_ strikes, showing an 
improvement in team hitting. 

"Guys are starting to make con- 
tact," said MacDonald. "We seem to 
be getting our defensive feet under 
us. We made a few defensive 
changes that we’re really happy 
with," 

MacDonald knows the team’s 


~ We should be able to fullfill a number 
of goals. It’s looking pretty good right 


| now. 


-Assistant Coach Ray MacDonald 


these wins will give the team some 
‘momentum heading into more big 
games coming up. 

"It’s really satisfying to get those 
wins going in against Massasoit," 
said MacDonald. "It gives us some 
real momentum and we feel pretty 
good about that. Hopefully we can 
continue this roll we’ve been on." 
' The Knights got outstanding 
pitching performances in the doouble 
header against Manchester. Tom 
Lorette pitched the team to a 3-2 win 
on game one. Adam Del Rio went in 
game two a hurled a seven inning 


high expectations coming in. And he 
feels they can still meet them. 

"| think we’re starting to turn a 
corner," stated MacDonald. "We're 
seeing some outstanding play by 
some freshmen players. We set pret- 
ty high expectations and we should 
be able to fulfill number of goals this 
year. It’s looking pretty good right 
now.” 

As expected, pitching is a big part 
of the team’s success and will need to 
continue to shine if they are to win. 

"Pitching is looking great," added 


MacDonald. "It was just a matter of 
getting some timely hitting and some 
good defense behind them and we’re 
starting to get there. It was just a 
matter of finding the right combina- 
tion." 

MacDonald also noted 
improved play of Jason Olson. 

"He looks like he’s really coming 
along," he said. "He’s going to be a 
scrapper out there and the team likes 
that. They like a guy who doesn’t 
mind getting dirty and making plays. 
It fires everyone up.” 

Olson made a big play in the 2-0 
win against Manchester. With the 
bases loaded and one out, he made a 
big catch in short right field and got 
back to his feet to hold the runner at 
third, preserving Del Rio’s shutout. 

With the condition of the fields 
here at NECC, all the home games 
thus far have been held down the road 
at Whittier Tech. Something the team 
can do without. MacDonald is hop- 
ing that with work recently done, the 
fields will be ready soon. The team 
would rather play here so it would be 
easier to get more support. Students 
would have just a short walk down to 
the field instead of going out of the 
way to Whittier. 

"We'd rather play right here so 
that everyone from the school can 
come out and see them," said 
MacDonald. 

This weekend the Knights will be 
home for a double headers against 
Massbay on Saturday and Gateway 
on Sunday. Contact the athletic 
department to see if the games are 
held at NECC or Whittier Tech. 


the 


UPS & YOU. 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM. 
Individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 

as a Part-Time Package Handler. . 

(Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs.) 


VARIOUS SHIFTS AVAILABLE 


GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY * MEDICAL & DENTAL 


401(K) * HOLIDAYS OFF * PAID VACATIONS 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! 


The UPS 
EARN &| GET UPTO 


NECC Knights hitting their stride 


Region Results 


Mitchell 3 
NECG 7 
Dean 12 
NECC 3 
NECC 2 


NECC 2 
Bunkerhill 2 
NEGG#4 


(0-1) 
(1-1) 
(1-2) 


Manchester 2 (2-2) 
Manchester 0 (3-2) 


Overall 5-8 
Division 3-0 
Region 3-2 


NECC Starting Pitching (as of 4/12) 


Name 
A. Del Rio 2-1 
R. Mooradian 1-0 


1-2 


1-2 


** UPS Earn & 


W/L SV IP R ER BB SO ERA 


0. 49. 6 3.°9. Ze 442 


0 143 4 3° 11 27-188 


2-15 10 4-4 21 240 


0 16°-14:5> 7 “tree 


4] 


$23,000 ** 
LEARN | IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


Program 


Learn Program guidelines apply. 


To Set Up An Appointment With Your Northern Essex Community College 

On-Campus Recruiter, Call Our Phone Mail: 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Rosa (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4038 


Enrique (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4066 
Or Call: 978-441-3400 


An Equal Opportunity Emptoyer 


UPS ent 60 UPS rere et at regeeend terete ft red Pret Serves of Arrome, he. AS rps omer, 
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Big week for Boston sports scene 


The Boston Bruins opened up the playoffs, 
the Sox had their home opener and the NCAA 
Frozen Four came to town lastweek 


This week was made for the 
sports fan in Boston. The Bruins 
opened up the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
against old rivals the Montreal 
Canadiens and the Red Sox came 
home to Fenway Park. As an added 
bonus, the NCAA held the Frozen 
Four at the FleetCenter. 

It started Wednesday night at the 


be facing the number seven seed, the 
Montreal Canadiens. This is the 30th 
series between these two teams in the 
post season,with the Canadiens hold- 
ing a huge margin with a 22-7. The 
Bruins have won four of the last five, 
however 

The FleetCenter was packed for 
game one. Late season acquisitions 
were the story in this one. Sergei 
Gonchar and Michael Nylander each 
scored in the first period and assisted 


Photo Boston.com 


Patriots owner Robert Kraft throws out the first pitch as Richard 
Seymour (93) and David Givens (87) look on. 


FleetCenter. The Bruins were able to 
wrap up home ice the previous 
Sunday in the last game of the season 
in New Jersey. This gave them the 
second seed which meant they would 


on each other's goals. Mike Knuble 
added one in the second to make it 3- 
0 Bruins. But they only needed one 
as Andrew Raycroft stopped 31 shots 
in his first career playoff game to 


shut out the Canadiens. 

Things were already going better 
than last year's playoffs, and this was 
only game one. 

On Thursday, the NCAA hockey 
championship came to town with two 
semi-final games on tap. Game one 
saw the Minnesota-Deluth Bulldogs 
take a 3-1 lead against the Denver 
Pioneers into the third period. 
Denver struck for four unanswered 
goals to take a 5-3 victory and secure 
a spot in the championship to be 
played on Saturday 


Thursday night saw a battle of 


Hockey East. The Maine Black Bears 
squared off against the Boston 
College Eagles. Maine grabbed a 1-0 
lead at the end of the first period, but 
BC responded in the second. Maine 
then took the lead 1:05 into the third 
and didn't give it up. It would be 
Maine vs Denver in the finals 

Friday 
biggest days in awhile. 

First off, all eyes were on 
Fenway Park for the Red Sox 2004 
home opener. The New England 
Patriots were on hand with both 
Lombardi Trophies as owner Robert 
Kraft threw out the first pitch 
Beforehand, Red Sox alumni were 
introduced to the crowd. The normal 
opening day festivities followed as 
the full roster was introduced to the 
crowd with Nomar Garciaparra and 
Manny Ramirez getting quite an ova- 
tion | might add. The Sox ended up 
losing the game 10-S, but it was just 
about forgotten an hour later. 

Game two of the Bruins and 
Canadiens series was Friday night at 
the FleetCenter. The Bruins grabbed 
a l-0 lead in the first as Michael 


saw one of the city's 


Nylander netted his second goal of 


the playoffs. The Canadiens finally 
got on the board in the series and it 
took them a two man advantage to 
get it. Patrice Briesbos solved 
Andrew Raycroft to make it 1-1. The 


third period showcased more great 
goaltending at both ends and took us 
to overtime. It didn't last long as 
rookie sensation Patrice Bergeron 
sent everyone home happy. 


and with it a 2-0 series lead. 
All this alone was enough for one 
week. But this wasn't it. 
Back to the FleetCenter on 
Saturday and the college hockey 


Photo BostonBruins.com 


Sergei Samsonov (14) celebrates with Patrice Begeron after 
Bergeron scored the game winner in OT against the Canadiens. 


Bergeron's shot trickled by Jose 
Theodore to give the B's a 2-1 win 


—_¢¢-—— 


All in all it was a 
busy week for the 
city of Boston... 


national championship game. 
Denver's Gabe Gauthier scored on a 
power play 12:26 into the first and 
that's all they needed defeating 
Maine 1-0. Denver captured their 
first national championship in 34 
years. Attendance for all three Frozen 
Four games exceeded 18,000. Some 
of the biggest crowds the FleetCenter 
has seen. 

All in all, it was a busy week for 
the city of Boston with crowds com- 
ing in for the Bruins, Sox and Frozen 
Four. Hopefully a sign of more good 
things to come. 


This year will be the year of the Sox 


86-year-old Curse to be reversed in 2004 as 
the Sox overtake the Yankees in the ALCS 


Red Sox baseball is finally back 
after a disappointing loss to their 
rivals, the New York Yankees in the 
ALCS last year. Who would of 
thought Aaron Boone, a guy not 
known for hitting homeruns, deliv- 
ered a devastating blow in the bot- 
tom of the eleventh. It sent the 
Yankees to the World Series and 
ended the Red Sox wild ride. 

Who could forget that memo- 
rable series in October, which had 
the biggest rival in baseball history- 


the Red Sox and Yankees battling it 
out for the right to play in the World 
Series. Who would have though it 
would have went to a critical game 
seven? | think it will all happen 
again, but the only thing that 
changes is the Red Sox beat the 
Yankees and play in the World 
Series. 

Many Boston fans believe this 
is the year the Red Sox will be 
named World Series champions and 
end an 86 year-old curse which has 
haunted them since 1918. T-shirts 
sold in stores all over have the 
catchy slogan "Reverse the Curse," 
which the Sox intend to do this 


a 


Forget about A-Rod, he’s a damn 
Yankee now, I hope he chokes on his 


big paycheck... 


year. With a few new faces in the 
lineup, I don’t think there will be 
any trouble there. 

In the off-season, the Red Sox 
went out and did all they could to 
build up their team. In the process, 
the Sox did just that. They went out 
and picked up one of the great 
pitchers in baseball in Curt 
Schilling and one of the best closers 
in Keith Foulke. 

New Manager Terry Francona 
told reporters "I bet my house we 
will get 100 wins this season.” 

Francona , who spent time with 
the Phillies, came over in hope to 
bring a title to Boston and he has 
confidence in his team this year. 

What about A-Rod? Forget 
about him, he’s a damn Yankee 
now. I hope he chokes on his big 
paycheck. For the Yankees, it 
shows they have to buy their team 
if they want to win. That’s how its 
always been and will continue to 
be. 

But in the end it won’t pay off , 
because this is the year of the Sox. 
So wake up the Babe, because the 
title is coming to Boston, In the 
end, it will shut up all those 
Yankees fans once and for all and 
give Boston fans what they’ve been 
waiting 86 years for. 


WAVA SS I >= 


/ 
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The view from the Monster seats. Pedro Martinez is awaiting a 
throw from Bill Mueller Saurday night. 
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What do the Patriots need 
most out of the draft? 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The Patriots need a running 
back. They need a featured back 
that can carry the load like noth- 
ing else. They need a runner who 
can carry the ball and gain yards 
like you write home about. 

With that said, I believe the 
Patriots need to go after an offen- 
sive lineman in the upcoming 
draft. 

Why, you might ask, should 
the Pats go after a lineman? 

Well, the major reason is 
because everything starts and 
ends with the offensive line. If the 
line is good, then they can make a 
team look good. But on the other 
hand, a team wiih a bad o-line 
will almost always struggle. 

Getting a solid running back 
is great. | want one, but without a 
good line that back won’t have 
any holes to hit, and he will 
quickly become only good. 

Maybe it’s because I played 
o-line in high school or | coach 
the line, but I really believe a 
good line can make a good team 
and really make a running back. 
All of the greatest backs played 
behind solid lines. Emmett Smith, 
the NFL’s all-time leading rusher 
had one of the best lines in NFL 
history. 

True, the Pats already have a 
good line, but with one more 
player it could become great. 
With anchor Damian Woody 
gone, the Pats now have a hole to 
fill, and the best time to do this is 
with the draft. 

I don’t expect them to get 
Robert Gallery, the top lineman in 
the NFL draft, but there are still a 
few good ones out there. 

My pick is another Boston 
College product, guard Chris 
Snee. The man who played next 
to current Patriots center Dan 
Koppen at BC already has chem- 
istry and is said to be a polished 
player. 

It’s all about the line, that is 
the lesson about football. 


ByJASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


This year, as it seems every 
year, the Patriots should think 
about drafting a Running Back. 

There has been success in the 
past at drafting at the position. Of 
course we all know Curtis Martin 
went to the Jets when Bill Parcells 
left and had continued success, 
Then it seemed like our problems 
were over when Robert Edwards 
rushed for over 1200 yards in his 
rookie season. 

Unfortunatly, his career was 
never the same after a knee injury 
which almost cost him his leg. 
Edwards injured himself in a rook- 
ie beach flag football game at the 
ProBowl. 

Recently, Antowain Smith and 
Kevin Faulk split duty at the posi- 
tion. But now Smith is gone and 
the Patriots are left without a 
power back, 

Kevin Faulk is untested 
through a whole season and many 
feel he couldn’t handle playing 16 
full games. Mike Cloud is the 
same. He has yet to prove his sta- 
bility in the backfield. 

So with the draft fast 
approaching, the Patriots should 
begin looking for a running back. 
Whether it be early rounds our 
somewhere in the middle, it’s 
almost a certainty Bill Belichick 
and Scott Pioli will be scouting 
backs in the upcoming weeks. 

There are ten solid running 
backs entering the draft including 
Ohio State’s Maurice Clarett. If 
the Pats would want to take a 
chance on the would be Junior is 
questionable. Many NFL teams 
feel he needs at least one more year 
of college football. 

ESPN.com ranks Oregon 
State’s Stephen Jackson as the top 
back in the draft. Jackson has 
3,625 yards and 39 touchdowns in 
his career. 

The Patriots have two first 
round picks to work with if they 
feel the.need to trade up. 


Boston Sports 
Trivia 
Question: When’s the last 
time the Bruins advanced 

past the first round of the 


playoffs? 
Last Week’s 


Answer: The 


Bruins last made the — 
Stanley Cup Finals | in the 


Green Monster seats 
and problems with 
the L.A. Lakers 


I haven’t been to too many Red 
Sox games in my life. Despite watch- 
ing every game on television (that’s 
right, unless | have a major event to 


attend, | watch EVERY Red Sox 
game on TV), | just don’t get a 
chance to attend many games. 

I don’t go to many games for the 
simple fact I often don’t have the 
money. When I do have money, | 
usually don’t want to spend it. 

But I have been to a few games 
and with exceptions, I have had pret- 
ty good seats. But nothing compared 
to when I got the ultimate seats, get- 
ting the chance to watch a game from 
the Green Monster. 

Now, I was against the seats 
when they were installed. Despite 
being only 20-years-old, | have been 
called a baseball traditionalist, gener- 
ally against change. I whined and 
complained when | heard the Sox 
were going to put seats on the Green 
Monster, and | complained new own- 
ership was going to ruin the age-old 
ballpark just to make a few cheap 
bucks. 

When | saw the seats on TV | 
could deal with it. They looked ok 
and | thought they blended into the 
park. 

But I still felt like | wouldn’t sit 
in the seats, because | was still a tra- 
ditionalist and had to honor old 
Fenway. Plus, I figured what were 
the chances | get tickets, | mean, you 
have to win a raffle to get them. 


weeks. 


i 


Jump forward a year and | am 
offered the opportunity to buy 
Monster tickets from Derek Bedard 
(yup, the entertainment columnist.) 

So on Saturday, me and my 
brother went into Fenway Park and 
got up on the Monster and it was a 
much better view than I ever would 
have imagined 

To avoid the crowd, we decided 
to watch the game from centerfield to 
avoid the crowd. It was absolutely 
excellent. 

So we weren’t in the front row, 
but as a true baseball fan I enjoyed 
watching the outfielders communi- 
cate and marveled at the way the 
players can track down a high fly 
ball. 

It was also a great game with 
Pedro Martinez pitching his best 
game ina while and David Ortiz and 
Manny Ramirez each hit homeruns. 

But from something good to 
something that was very bad, the Los 
Angeles Lakers. Now, | know the 
Lakers are the best team in the NBA, 
but with their loss to the Sacramento 
Kings on Sunday night, a lot of ques- 
tions had to be asked. 

The first question has to be what 
is going on with Kobe Bryant? He 
only took one shot in the first half, 
prompting questions as to whether it 
was a reaction to coach Phil Jackson 
questioning his shot selection. 

If they can get along, the Lakers 
will win the Finals. But if they can’t, 
it could be an ugly playoffs for L.A. 

There was also a lot of news out 
of the world of golf, both happy and 
sad. 

First the happy, as Phil 
Mickelson, the man known as the 
Boston Red Sox of golf finally won a 
major tournament, winning the 
Masters. “Lefty” as fans know him 


Boston Sports Update 


Bruins: The Bruins opened up their best of seven Eastern Conference 
Quarterfinals against the Montreal Canadiens. The Bruins took game one 
on Wednesday night by a score of 2-0 thanks to late acquisitions Sergei 
Gonchar and Michael Nylander. They then went up in the series 2-0 as 
Patrice Bergeron scored the game winner 1:36 into overtime on Friday. 
Montreal finally took a game Sunday night defeating the Bruins 3-2. 


Red Sox: The Sox opened up the season with a four game series in 
Baltimore going 2-2 before returning home to Fenway for three games 
against the Toronto Blue Jays. They took two out of three from the Jays 
as David Ortiz hit a walk-off homerun on Easter Sunday to give the Sox a 
win in Curt Schilling’s Fenway Park Debut. 


Celtics: The Celtics have lost four games in a row but have sealed up the 
eighth and final playoff spot anyway. With two games left in the season, 
they won't be able to improve their seeding and are on a collision course 
for a first round matchup with the Indiana Pacers. The Celts were 1-3 
against the Pacers in the regular season. 


Patriots: The Patriots are continuing to prepare for the draft in a few 
In the mean time, the Pats have come to terms with Defensive 
Tackle Keith Traylor. The Patriots also resigned Running Back Michael 
Cloud. Selected members of the team were on hand for the Red Sox 
home opener on Friday. Richarch Seymour carried out the Super Bowl 36 
trophy, and Robert and Johnathan Kraft brought out Super Bowl 38's. 
Rober Kraft Heed out the ceremonial first pitch. 


Derek Bedard photo 


Wally the Green Monster gives 
a cheer for the Red Sox. 


has been joked about for never win- 
ning a major tournament despite win- 
ing many minor ones. 

| am happy for Phil, but happier 
for myself, because I don’t have to 
hear about the debates if Phil will 
ever win a major. 

There were also farewells, as 
golf legend Arnold Palmer played in 
his final Masters. At the ripe old age 
of 75, Phil decided it was time he 
retired from playing the Masters. 

In a career in which he won 92 
titles, he was Tiger Woods way 
before Tiger was even born. He has- 
n’t been able to make the cut at the 
tournament in years, but he has still 
thrilled fans for a few days, thanks to 
a sponsor’s exemption which 
allowed him to play. 

I may not be a big golf fan, but | 
would like to wish Phil a fond 
farewell. 
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What some NECC cars have to say 
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